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In City of Strangers, Andrew M. Gardner explores the everyday experiences of workers from India who have
migrated to the Kingdom of Bahrain. Like all the petroleum-rich states of the Persian Gulf, Bahrain hosts an
extraordinarily large population of transmigrant laborers. Guest workers, who make up nearly half of the
countrys population, have long labored under a sponsorship system, the kafala, that organizes the flow of
migrants from South Asia to the Gulf states and contractually links each laborer to a specific citizen or
institution. In order to remain in Bahrain, the worker is almost entirely dependent on his sponsors goodwill.
The nature of this relationship, Gardner contends, often leads to exploitation and sometimes violence.
Through extensive observation and interviews Gardner focuses on three groups in Bahrain: the unskilled
Indian laborers who make up the most substantial portion of the foreign workforce on the island; the
countrys entrepreneurial and professional Indian middle class; and Bahraini state and citizenry. He contends
that the social segregation and structural violence produced by Bahrains kafala system result from a strategic
arrangement by which the state insulates citizens from the global and neoliberal flows that, paradoxically, are
central to the nations intended path to the future. City of Strangers contributes significantly to our
understanding of politics and society among the states of the Arabian Peninsula and of the migrant labor
phenomenon that is an increasingly important aspect of globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Nakagawa:

The guide untitled City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian
Community in Bahrain from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Kimberly Hopkins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get previous to. The City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in
Bahrain giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info
for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Patrick Allen:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the
Indian Community in Bahrain can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Laura Buscher:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain was filled
about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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