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During the Cold War an unlikely coalition of poets, editors, and politicians converged in an attempt to
discredit--if not destroy--the American modernist avant-garde. Ideologically diverse yet willing to bespeak
their hatred of modern poetry through the rhetoric of anticommunism, these "anticommunist antimodernists,"
as Alan Filreis dubs them, joined associations such as the League for Sanity in Poetry to decry the modernist
"conspiracy" against form and language. In Counter-revolution of the Word Filreis narrates the story of this
movement and assesses its effect on American poetry and poetics.

Although the antimodernists expressed their disapproval through ideological language, their hatred of
experimental poetry was ultimately not political but aesthetic, Filreis argues. By analyzing correspondence,
decoding pseudonyms, drawing new connections through the archives, and conducting interviews, Filreis
shows that an informal network of antimodernists was effective in suppressing or distorting the postwar
careers of many poets whose work had appeared regularly in the 1930s. Insofar as modernism had consorted
with radicalism in the Red Decade, antimodernists in the 1950s worked to sever those connections,
fantasized a formal and unpolitical pre-Depression High Modern moment, and assiduously sought to de-
radicalize the remnant avant-garde. Filreis's analysis provides new insight into why experimental poetry has
aroused such fear and alarm among American conservatives.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Marques:

This Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 book is simply
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Counter-revolution of the Word: The
Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Counter-revolution of the Word: The
Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Counter-
revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 having great arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Eric Lowe:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Counter-
revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 suitable to you? The actual
book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Counter-revolution of the Word: The
Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960is the one of several books which everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Esther Tackett:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960, you can tells your
family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a e-book.

William Reyes:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related



is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in
the top checklist in your reading list will be Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on
Modern Poetry, 1945-1960. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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