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Profound and intriguing, Grettir's Saga is the last of the great Icelandic sagas. It tells of the life and death of
Grettir, a great rebel, individualist, and romantic hero viewed unromantically. Grettir spends his childhood
violently defying authority: as a youth of sixteen he kills a man and is outlawed; all the rest of his life he
devotes, with remarkable composure, to fighting more and more formidable enemies. He pits himself against
bears, berserks, wraiths, trolls, and finally, it seems, the whole population of Iceland. Yet he is not a
bloodthirsty killer, but only a man who is totally unwilling to compromise. As a result of his desire for
freedom, he becomes increasingly isolated, although he wishes to live in society, and indeed can hardly bear
solitude. Driven back and forth from Iceland to Norway, harried around Iceland, he continually flees
subjection and confinement only to find a perilous freedom beset both by the external hazards of a new land
and by the internal hazards of loneliness and pride. He escapes to freedom and finds destruction. He finally
meets his death in his last refuge on the top of an unscalable island near the northern tip of Iceland.

Grettir's Saga has several themes. One of them is the conflict between the Christian world and the survival
of the pagan world, as sorcery or heroic pride; the other is the conflict between man's desire for individual
freedom and the restrictive bond imposed by society.

This translation is the first into English since 1914; it is based on a more accurate Icelandic text than the
earlier translations, and, unlike them, is unexpurgated and in unarchaic English. The saga has an especial
modern relevance - a recent translation into Czech reached the top of the best-seller list. The present volume
includes genealogies, a study of the legal system, and a critical assessment of the work.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Grettir's Saga.

Dewey Newkirk:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Grettir's Saga can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have
those short spare time problems.

Donald Farrell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Grettir's Saga was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Grettir's Saga has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading that.

Cornell Smith:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Grettir's Saga. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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