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The existence of ascetic elements within rabbinic Judaism has generally been either overlooked or actually
denied. Thisisin part because asceticism is commonly identified with celibacy, whereas the rabbis
emphasized sexuality as a positive good. In addition, argues Eliezer Diamond, it serves the theological
agendas of both Jewish and Christian scholars to characterize Judaism as hon- or anti-ascetic.

In fact, however, Diamond shows that rabbinic asceticism does indeed exist. This asceticism is mainly
secondary, rather than primary, in that the rabbis place no value on self-denia in and of itself, but rather
reguire of themselves the virtual abandonment of familial, social, and economic life in favor of an absolute
commitment to the study of the Torah. It is an asceticism of neglect, rather than negation. He also notes that
this asceticism of neglect dovetails with the rabbinic theology of sin and punishment, which encourages
delaying gratification in thisworld in the hopes of a greater reward in the next. The rabbis believed,
moreover, that every pleasure taken in this world detracts from what awaits one in the future.

The rabbis valued and occasionally engaged in primary asceticism aswell. In fact, as Diamond shows, the
vocabulary of holiness was often used by the rabbis in connection with voluntary self-denial. One form of
primary asceticism--fasting--became increasingly popular in the wake of the destruction of the second
temple. He traces this development to the need to mourn the temple's devastation but a so to the cessation of
three forms of temple-related rituals: the sacrificial cult, the Ma'amadot (groups that would fast, pray, and
read from the Torah while daily sacrifices were offered), and naziritism. Fasting is linked by the rabbis to
each of these practices and Diamond shows that fasting was seen as a substitute for them after the temple
was destroyed. In afinal chapter, Diamond shows that there is a greater tendency toward asceticism among
the Palestinian rabbis than among the Babylonian. He contends that the divergent political histories of these
communities as well as differing external cultural influences account for this disparity.

¥ Download Holy Men and Hunger Artists: Fasting and Asceticis ...pdf

@ Read Online Holy Men and Hunger Artists: Fasting and Ascetic ...pdf



http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B000WM74B4
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B000WM74B4
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B000WM74B4
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B000WM74B4
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B000WM74B4
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B000WM74B4
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B000WM74B4
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B000WM74B4

Download and Read Free Online Holy Men and Hunger Artists: Fasting and Asceticism in Rabbinic
Culture Eliezer Diamond

From reader reviews:
Frank Hegarty:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Holy Men and Hunger
Artists: Fasting and Asceticism in Rabbinic Culture. All type of book could you see on many sources. Y ou
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Clementine Frazier:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It isrealy fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading abook. The book Holy Men and Hunger Artists. Fasting and Asceticism in Rabbinic Culture it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-
book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book offers high quality.

Carol Johnson:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can
be your aternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will be Holy Men
and Hunger Artists: Fasting and Asceticism in Rabbinic Culture.

William Holmes:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Holy Men and Hunger Artists: Fasting and Asceticism in Rabbinic Culture your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in areserve then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Holy Men and Hunger Artists: Fasting
and Asceticism in Rabbinic Culture giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning



asport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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