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Across North America, Islam is portrayed as a religion of immigrants, converts, and cultural outsiders. Yet
Muslims have been part of American society for much longer than most people realize. This book documents
the history of Islam in Detroit, a city that is home to several of the nation's oldest, most diverse Muslim
communities. In the early 1900s, there were thousands of Muslims in Detroit. Most came from Eastern
Europe, the Ottoman Empire, and British India. In 1921, they built the nation's first mosque in Highland
Park. By the 1930s, new Islam-oriented social movements were taking root among African Americans in
Detroit. By the 1950s, Albanians, Arabs, African Americans, and South Asians all had mosques and
religious associations in the city, and they were confident that Islam could be, and had already become, an
American religion. When immigration laws were liberalized in 1965, new immigrants and new African
American converts rapidly became the majority of U.S. Muslims. For them, Detroit's old Muslims and their
mosques seemed oddly Americanized, even unorthodox.

Old Islam in Detroit explores the rise of Detroit's earliest Muslim communities. It documents the culture
wars and doctrinal debates that ensued as these populations confronted Muslim newcomers who did not
understand their manner of worship or the American identities they had created. Looking closely at this
historical encounter, Old Islam in Detroit provides a new interpretation of the possibilities and limits of
Muslim incorporation in American life. It shows how Islam has become American in the past and how the
anxieties many new Muslim Americans and non-Muslims feel about the place of Islam in American society
today are not inevitable, but are part of a dynamic process of political and religious change that is still
unfolding.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

This Old Islam in Detroit: Rediscovering the Muslim American Past tend to be reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Old Islam in Detroit: Rediscovering the
Muslim American Past can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Old Islam in Detroit: Rediscovering the Muslim American Past giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Amanda Dell:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Old Islam in Detroit: Rediscovering the Muslim American Past can be your
answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Peter Zimmerman:

The book untitled Old Islam in Detroit: Rediscovering the Muslim American Past contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice learn.

Cynthia Briscoe:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Old Islam in Detroit:
Rediscovering the Muslim American Past to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Old Islam in Detroit: Rediscovering the Muslim
American Past can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of that time.
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