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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,3, Ernst Moritz
Arndt University of Greifswald (Institut für Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Canadian Women Novelists, 9
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Everyone of us is concerned with the process of
aging. As soon as we are born, our body starts to grow older and with the years it becomes visibly more and
more. Aging is the natural course of life but in our society it often seems to be an uncomfortable subject to
talk about.
Although the situation of the elderly has improved throughout the last years, older people are often neglected
and marginalized by society. They are often associated with negative images like being helpless, rigid and
useless.

The study of aging is very complex and can be examined from many perspectives, for example from a
biological, a sociological, or a psychological point of view.
This paper focuses on aging in literature, especially in the writings of Canadian women authors, in which old
age is a relatively new subject.

The aim of this paper is to point out how Canadian women writers deal with the topic of old age, especially
that of women, and what kind of image about old age they want to transmit through their stories. Are they
depicting old women in stereotypical ways or do they try to reveal and change those stereotypes?

The novels that will be discussed here, are Margaret Laurence’s The Stone Angel (1964), Joan Barfoot’s
Duet for Three (1985), and The Widows (1998) by Suzette Mayr.

Before analyzing different aspects of aging in these novels, it will be useful to have a look at the social
construction of age.
Afterwards, I will explore different issues of aging that play important roles in the novels and also in our
society.
Starting with the aspect of physical aging and the impact it has on the different female characters, the second
point will analyze the relationships of grandmothers and granddaughters.
Furthermore, it will be interesting to see how the authors deal with the widespread negative images of
nursing homes and the fear that is often associated with those places.

Finally, this paper will explore the representation of sexuality in the novels. How are older people depicted in
terms of sexual relationships? Are they really as asexual as many people think or is this one of many
misperceptions about old people?
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Old Women
in Canadian Literature: Margaret Laurence's "The Stone Angel", Joan Barfoot's "Duet for Three" and Suzette
Mayr's "The Widows" book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Roxie Lloyd:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Old Women in Canadian Literature:
Margaret Laurence's "The Stone Angel", Joan Barfoot's "Duet for Three" and Suzette Mayr's "The Widows"
book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Alan Durham:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Old
Women in Canadian Literature: Margaret Laurence's "The Stone Angel", Joan Barfoot's "Duet for Three"
and Suzette Mayr's "The Widows", you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Catherine Gober:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Old Women in Canadian
Literature: Margaret Laurence's "The Stone Angel", Joan Barfoot's "Duet for Three" and Suzette Mayr's
"The Widows" is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you



will get when one buys this book.
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