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The Manly Masquerade unravels the complex ways men were defined as men in Renaissance Italy through
readings of a vast array of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century evidence: medical and travel literature;
theology; law; myth; conduct books; and plays, chivalric romances, and novellas by authors including
Machiavelli, Tasso, and Ariosto. Valeria Finucci shows how ideas of masculinity were formed in the midst
of acute anxiety about paternity by highlighting the beliefs—widely held at the time—that conception could
occur without a paternal imprimatur or through a woman’s encounter with an animal, or even that a pregnant
woman’s imagination could erase the father’s "signature" from the fetus. Against these visions of
reproduction gone awry, Finucci looks at how concepts of masculinity were tied to issues of paternity
through social standing, legal matters, and inheritance practices.

Highlighting the fissures running through Italian Renaissance ideas of manliness, Finucci describes how,
alongside pervasive images of the virile, sexually active man, early modern Italian culture recognized the
existence of hermaphrodites and started to experiment with a new kind of sexuality by manufacturing a non-
man: the castrato. Following the creation of castrati, the Church forbade the marriage of all non-procreative
men, and, in this move, Finucci identifies a powerful legitimation of the view that what makes men is not the
possession of male organs or the ability to have sex, but the capability to father. Through analysis, anecdote,
and rich cultural description, The Manly Masquerade exposes the "real" early modern man: the paterfamilias.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Sigmund:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Jesse Fox:

The book The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a very important thing like a book The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in
the Italian Renaissance? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world
by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

William Rockwood:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Manly Masquerade:
Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Adam Carter:

This The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance is brand new
way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot



find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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