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In this beautifully written meditation on identity and place, Talmage A. Stanley tells the story of his
grandparents' middle-class aspirations from the 1920s to the 1940s in the once-booming Pocahontas
coalfields of southern West Virginia. Part lyrical family memoir and part social study, The Poco Field: An
American Story of Place addresses a long-standing gap in Appalachian and American studies, illustrating the
lives and choices of the middle class in the mid-twentieth century and delving into questions of place-based
identity._x000B__x000B_Exploring the natural and built environments of the towns of Keystone, West
Virginia, and Newbern, Virginia, Stanley delineates the history of conflict and control of local industry and
development. Through his grandparents' struggle for upward mobility into the middle class, Stanley narrates
a history that counters ideas of Appalachia as an exception to American culture and history, presenting
instead an image of the region as an emblem of America at large. Stanley builds out from family and local
history to examine broad structures of values and practices as they reflect and relate to place, showing how
events such as the development of extensive mineworks, the ghettoization of the area's black residents, the
catastrophic flooding of the Elkhorn Creek, and the fraud-induced failure of Keystone National Bank signal
values that erode a place both literally and figuratively. Giving voice to activists now working to break down
boundaries and assumptions that long have defined and restricted the middle class in the global economy,
The Poco Field also champions the creative potential of place for reinvigorating democratic society for the
twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Robinson:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Poco Field: An American Story of Place book
since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Aracely Schneider:

This book untitled The Poco Field: An American Story of Place to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Albert Hartley:

The reserve with title The Poco Field: An American Story of Place posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Willie Bergeron:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
read. The Poco Field: An American Story of Place can be your answer because it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.
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