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In the years before the Civil War, many Americans saw the sea as a world apart, an often violent and insular
culture governed by its own definitions of honor and ruled by its own authorities. The truth, however, is that
legal cases that originated at sea had a tendency to come ashore and force the national government to address
questions about personal honor, dignity, the rights of labor, and the meaning and privileges of citizenship,
often for the first time. By examining how and why merchant seamen and their officers came into contact
with the law, Matthew Taylor Raffety exposes the complex relationship between brutal crimes committed at
sea and the development of a legal consciousness within both the judiciary and among seafarers in this
period.

The Republic Afloat tracks how seamen conceived of themselves as individuals and how they defined their
place within the United States. Of interest to historians of labor, law, maritime culture, and national identity
in the early republic, Raffety’s work reveals much about the ways that merchant seamen sought to articulate
the ideals of freedom and citizenship before the courts of the land—and how they helped to shape the laws of
the young republic.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Powell:

The book The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America (American Beginnings,
1500-1900) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in
Maritime America (American Beginnings, 1500-1900)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America (American
Beginnings, 1500-1900) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Debbie Jackson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor,
and Citizenship in Maritime America (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) reserve written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still uncertainty The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America
(American Beginnings, 1500-1900) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is
one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Arthur Lee:

The book untitled The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America (American
Beginnings, 1500-1900) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy
means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available
their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Albert Lightner:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America
(American Beginnings, 1500-1900) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your



knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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