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The 1980 Mariel Boatlift was a profound episode in twentieth-century American history, impacting not just
Florida, but the entire country. During the first twenty days of the boatlift, with little support from the federal
government, the state of Florida coordinated and responded to the sudden arrival in Key West of more than
thirty thousand Cuban refugees, the first wave of immigrants who became known as “Marielitos.”

Kathleen Dupes Hawk, Ron Villella, Adolfo Leyva de Varona, and Kristen Cifers combine the insights of
expert observers with the experiences of actual participants. The authors organize and present a wealth of
primary sources, first-hand accounts, archival research, government records, and interviews with policy-
makers, volunteers, and refugees that bring into focus the many far-reaching human, political, and cultural
outcomes of the Mariel Boatlift that continue to influence Florida, the United States, and Cuba today.

Emerging from these key records and accounts is a grand narrative of high human drama. Castro’s haphazard
and temporary opening of Cuba spurred many thousands of Cubans to depart in calamitously rushed,
unprepared, and dangerous conditions. The book tells the stories of these Cuban citizens, most |egitimately
seeking political asylum but also including subversive agents, convicted criminals, and the mentally ill, who
began arriving in the US beginning in April 1980. It also recounts how local and state agencies and private
volunteers with few directives or resources were | eft to improvise ways to provide the Marielitos food,
shelter, and security as well as transportation away from Key West.

The book provides a definitive account of the political, legal, and administrative twists on the local, state,
and federal levelsin response to the crisis as well as of the often-dysfunctional attempts at collaboration
between governmental and private institutions. Vivid and readable, Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980
presents the significant details that illuminate and humanize this complex humanitarian, political, and
logistical crisis.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Flowers:

The e-book untitled Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Daysis the publication that
recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was
did alot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirementsis
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The
First Twenty Days from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Fields:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The
First Twenty Days can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Sophia Hardee:

The book untitled Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days contain alot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and also order it. Have anice learn.

Jennifer Buster:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980:
The First Twenty Daysto make your current reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and studying especialy. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to open a
book and examine it. Beside that the guide Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
these time.
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