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Originally published in 1845, this concise critique formed the basis of thirty later lectures delivered in 1848
by Ludwig Feuerbach, one of Germany’s most influential humanist philosophers. In The Essence of Religion
Feuerbach applied the analysis expounded in The Essence of Christianity (1841) to religion as a whole. The
main thrust of Feuerbach’s argument is aptly summed up in the original subtitle to this work: "God the Image
of Man. Man’s Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only Source of Religion." Feuerbach reviews key
aspects of religious belief and in each case explains them as imaginative elaborations of the primal awe and
sense of dependence that humans experience in the face of nature’s power and mystery. Rather than humans
being created in the image of God, the situation is quite the reverse: "All theology is anthropology," he says,
and "the being whom man sets over against himself as a separate supernatural existence is his own being."
Feuerbach goes on to argue that the attributes of God are no more than reflections of the various needs of
human nature. Further, as human civilization has advanced, the role of God has gradually diminished. In
ancient times, before human beings had any scientific understanding of the way nature works, divine powers
were seen behind every natural manifestation, from lightning bolts to the change of seasons. By contrast, in
the modern era, when an in-depth understanding of natural causes has been achieved, there is no longer any
need to imagine God behind the workings of nature: "He who for his God has no other material than that
which natural science, philosophy, or natural observation generally furnishes to him . . . ought to be honest
enough also to abstain from using the name of God, for a natural principle is always a natural essence and
not what constitutes the idea of a God."
Feuerbach’s naturalistic philosophy had a decisive influence on Karl Marx and radical theologians such as
Bruno Bauer and David Friedrich Strauss. His incisive critique remains a challenge to religion to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Flora:

This The Essence of Religion (Great Books in Philosophy) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This specific The Essence of Religion (Great Books in Philosophy) without we understand teach the
one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Essence of
Religion (Great Books in Philosophy) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Essence of
Religion (Great Books in Philosophy) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jon Pittenger:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Essence of Religion (Great Books in
Philosophy) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Essence of Religion (Great
Books in Philosophy) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Darron Hiller:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Essence of
Religion (Great Books in Philosophy) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Tanya Wilson:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is The Essence of Religion (Great Books in Philosophy). This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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