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From the first days of his unexpected presidency in April 1945 through the landmark NSC 68 of 1950, Harry
Truman was central to the formation of America's grand strategy during the Cold War and the subsequent
remaking of U.S. foreign policy. Others are frequently associated with the terminology of and responses to
the perceived global Communist threat after the Second World War: Walter Lippmann popularized the term
"cold war," and George F. Kennan first used the word "containment” in a strategic sense. Although Kennan,
Secretary of State Dean Acheson, and Secretary of Defense George C. Marshall have been seen as the most
influential architects of American Cold War foreign policy, The First Cold Warrior draws on archives and
other primary sources to demonstrate that Harry Truman was the key decision maker in the critical period
between 1945 and 1950. In a significant reassessment of the thirty-third president and his political beliefs,
Elizabeth Edwards Spalding contends that it was Truman himself who defined and articulated the theoretical
underpinnings of containment. His practical leadership style was characterized by policies and institutions
such as the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, NATO, the Berlin airlift, the Department of Defense, and
the National Security Council. Part of Truman's unique approach -- shaped by his religious faith and
dedication to anti-communism -- was to emphasi ze the importance of free peoples, democratic institutions,
and sovereign nations. With these values, he fashioned a new liberal internationalism, distinct from both
Woodrow Wilson's progressive internationalism and Franklin D. Roosevelt's liberal pragmatism, which still
shapes our politics. Truman deserves greater credit for understanding the challenges of histime and for being
Americasfirst cold warrior. This reconsideration of Truman's overlooked statesmanship provides a model
for interpreting the international crises facing the United States in this new era of ideological conflict.
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From reader reviews:
Keith McL eod:

Within other caseg, little persons like to read book The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and
the Remaking of Liberal Internationalism. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given
that we know about how isimportant a book The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and the
Remaking of Liberal Internationalism. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
way of abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, you can open abook or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Peacock:

The reserve with title The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and the Remaking of Liberal
Internationalism posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get alot of gain after read
this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jean Gaitan:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work hereis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and the Remaking
of Liberal Internationalism why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Harold Thompson:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and aso
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and the Remaking of
Liberal Internationalism can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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