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Ever since Karl Jaspers's "axial age" paradigm, there have been a number of influential studies comparing
ancient East Asian and Greco-Roman history and culture. However, to date there has been no comparative
study involving multiple literary traditions in these cultural spheres. This book compares the dynamics
between the younger literary cultures of Japan and Rome and the literatures of their venerable predecessors,
China and Greece. How were writers of the younger cultures of Rome and Japan affected by the presence of
an older "reference culture," whose sophistication they admired, even as they anxiously strove to assert their
own distinctive identity? How did they tackle the challenge of adopting the reference culture's literary
genres, rhetorical refinement, and conceptual vocabulary for writing texts in different languages and within
distinct political and cultural contexts?

Classical World Literatures captures the striking similarities between the ways early Japanese authors wrote
their own literature through and against the literary precedents of China, and the ways Latin writers engaged
and contested Greek precedents. But it also brings to light suggestive divergences that are rooted in
geopolitical, linguistic, sociohistorical, and aesthetic differences between early Japanese and Roman literary
cultures. Proposing a methodology of "deep comparison" for the cross-cultural comparison of premodern
literary cultures and calling for an expansion of world literature debates into the ancient and medieval
worlds, Classical World Literatures is both a theoretical intervention and an invitation to read and re-read
four major literary traditions in an innovative and illuminating light.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Parks:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Classical World Literatures: Sino-Japanese and
Greco-Roman Comparisons. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important the book Classical World Literatures: Sino-Japanese and Greco-Roman
Comparisons. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kristopher Sutherland:

The book Classical World Literatures: Sino-Japanese and Greco-Roman Comparisons can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book
Classical World Literatures: Sino-Japanese and Greco-Roman Comparisons? Several of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; it
is possible to share all of these. Book Classical World Literatures: Sino-Japanese and Greco-Roman
Comparisons has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Shumaker:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Classical World Literatures: Sino-
Japanese and Greco-Roman Comparisons is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mamie Crossett:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Classical World Literatures: Sino-Japanese and Greco-Roman Comparisons provide you with new
experience in examining a book.
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