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The story of southern writing—the Dixie Limited, if you will—runs along an iron path: an official narrative
of a literature about community, about place and the past, about miscegenation, white patriarchy, and the
epic of race. Patricia Yaeger dynamites the rails, providing an entirely new set of categories through which to
understand southern literature and culture.

For Yaeger, works by black and white southern women writers reveal a shared obsession with monstrosity
and the grotesque and with the strange zones of contact between black and white, such as the daily trauma of
underpaid labor and the workings of racial and gender politics in the unnoticed yet all too familiar everyday.
Yaeger also excavates a southern fascination with dirt—who owns it, who cleans it, and whose bodies are
buried in it.

Yaeger's brilliant, theoretically informed readings of Zora Neale Hurston, Harper Lee, Carson McCullers,
Toni Morrison, Flannery O'Connor, Alice Walker, and Eudora Welty (among many others) explode the
mystifications of southern literary tradition and forge a new path for southern studies.

The book won the Barbara Perkins and George Perkins Award given by the Society for the Study of
Narrative Literature.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Bass:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Dirt and Desire: Reconstructing
Southern Women's Writing, 1930-1990 book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Gwen Dawes:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Dirt and Desire: Reconstructing
Southern Women's Writing, 1930-1990 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Dirt and Desire: Reconstructing Southern
Women's Writing, 1930-1990 become your own starter.

Brett Munoz:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Dirt and Desire: Reconstructing Southern Women's Writing, 1930-1990 provide you with new
experience in examining a book.

Bert Martinez:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This Dirt and Desire: Reconstructing Southern Women's Writing, 1930-
1990 can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dirt and Desire: Reconstructing
Southern Women's Writing, 1930-1990.
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