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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject History - World History - Early and Ancient History, grade:
1,0, University College Cork, course: Seminar: Myth and History, 14 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: The Spanish historian, priest and Christian apologetic Paulus Orosius (c.385-420 A.D. )
has often been subject to controversial discussions in the scientific community. A contemporary and pupil of
Augustine of Hippo (354-430 A.D.), Orosius exerted significant influence not only during his lifetime (e.g.
as a speaker against the Priscillianists or the Pelagians on various synods) but, through his work,
considerably contributed to later developments in the fields of historiography as well as geography. Although
Orosius´ writings have been accused of simplicity compared to the much more elaborate De civitate dei or
even showing signs of haste , he together with Augustine fundamentally shaped the Christian perspective on
history in late antiquity and, even more so, in the early middle ages. His works were widely distributed and
used in the early medieval period and gained enormous popularity, so that even today about 200 manuscript-
copies of them are still extant .

The alleged influence Orosius exerted on Christianity in the centuries to follow and during his lifetime as
well as his quite radical position on a divine Roman-Christian claim to leadership (which I will examine in
detail) could probably qualify him for the term „Christian Propagandist“, as suggested in the title. Thus, in
this essay, I will focus on the question whether Orosius can be described as a „Christian propagandist“ in the
modern sense.

To answer this question properly, it will at first be necessary to define my notion of propaganda, since the
term itself is quite blurry when used unconsciously. I will then establish the historical background by giving
a short biography of Orosius himself, focusing mainly on his works, teachings and his relationship to
Augustine of Hippo. The immedeate events in history which influenced Orosius and Augustine when
compiling their works will also be dealt with in this part. In the main part of my disquisition, I will test the
applicability of the term „propagandist“ on Orosisus through a thorough analysis of his life and works.
Concluding, I will sum up my results and propose a well-founded critical answer to my initial question and
give an outlook on possible fields of further research.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Paulus Orosius - a
Christian propagandist? book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Michelle Beltran:

Paulus Orosius - a Christian propagandist? can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Paulus Orosius - a Christian propagandist?
however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial thinking.

Thomas Burke:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Paulus Orosius - a Christian
propagandist? which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Margaret Babin:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Paulus Orosius - a Christian
propagandist? can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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