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Why do aircraft fly? How do their wings support them? In the early years of aviation, there was an intense
dispute between British and German experts over the question of why and how an aircraft wing provides lift.
The British, under the leadership of the great Cambridge mathematical physicist Lord Rayleigh, produced
highly elaborate investigations of the nature of discontinuous flow, while the Germans, following Ludwig
Prandtl in Géttingen, relied on the tradition called “technical mechanics’ to explain the flow of air around a
wing. Much of the basis of modern aerodynamics emerged from this remarkabl e episode, yet it has never
been subject to a detailed historical and sociological analysis.

In The Enigma of the Aerofail, David Bloor probes a neglected aspect of thisimportant period in the history
of aviation. Bloor draws upon papers by the participants—their restricted technical reports, meeting minutes,
and personal correspondence, much of which has never before been published—and reveals the impact that
the divergent mathematical traditions of Cambridge and Géttingen had on this great debate. Bloor also
addresses why the British, even after discovering the failings of their own theory, remained resistant to the
German circulation theory for more than a decade. The result is essential reading for anyone studying the
history, philosophy, or sociology of science or technology—and for all those intrigued by flight.
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From reader reviews:
Maria Gardner:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book €ligible The Enigma of the Aerofoil:
Rival Theoriesin Aerodynamics, 1909-1930? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Tony Caldwell:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
info. When you read areserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several waysto
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this The Enigma of the Aerofoil: Rival Theoriesin Aerodynamics, 1909-1930, you can tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
aqguide.

Denise Swann:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
we would like. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book The Enigma of the Aerofoil: Rival Theoriesin Aerodynamics, 1909-1930 was
filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some peopl e has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.

Linda Thomas;

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them isthis The
Enigma of the Aerofoil: Rival Theoriesin Aerodynamics, 1909-1930.
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