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At its peak, the British Empire spanned the world and linked diverse populations in a vast network of
exchange that spread people, wealth, commodities, cultures, and ideas around the globe. By the turn of the
twentieth century, this empire, which made Britain one of the premier global superpowers, appeared
invincible and eternal. This compelling book reveals, however, that it was actually remarkably fragile.
Reconciling the humanitarian ideals of liberal British democracy with the inherent authoritarianism of
imperial rule required the men and women who ran the empire to portray their non-Western subjects as
backward and in need of the civilizing benefits of British rule. However, their lack of administrative
manpower and financial resources meant that they had to recruit cooperative local allies to actually govern
their colonies.

Noted historian Timothy H. Parsons provides vivid detail of the experiences of subject peoples to explain
how this became increasingly difficult and finally impossible after World War II as Africans, Asians, Arabs,
and West Indians rejected the imperial notion that they were inferior and refused to be ruled by foreigners.
Yet he also shows that the transformation of the British colonies into nation-states was not just a transfer of
political power. The new postcolonial societies blended British political, economic, and social institutions
with local norms and values in the new nations, while mass migration to Britain from the non-Western parts
of the Commonwealth created a much more diverse and plural metropolitan society. This book tells the
dramatic story of how the British Empire and its demise accelerated and strengthened globalization by
creating webs of commerce, migration, and cultural exchange that linked Britons and their former subjects in
new ways and produced blended transnational cultures that were British in origin but no longer British in
character or style.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

The knowledge that you get from The Second British Empire: In the Crucible of the Twentieth Century
(Critical Issues in World and International History) will be the more deep you looking the information that
hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Second British Empire: In the Crucible of the Twentieth Century (Critical Issues in
World and International History) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
kind of The Second British Empire: In the Crucible of the Twentieth Century (Critical Issues in World and
International History) instantly.

Elizabeth Cornelius:

This book untitled The Second British Empire: In the Crucible of the Twentieth Century (Critical Issues in
World and International History) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the
book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this publication from your list.

Milan Allen:

Exactly why? Because this The Second British Empire: In the Crucible of the Twentieth Century (Critical
Issues in World and International History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Second British Empire: In
the Crucible of the Twentieth Century (Critical Issues in World and International History) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be said



constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Second British
Empire: In the Crucible of the Twentieth Century (Critical Issues in World and International History)
become your starter.
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