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"The idea of a mobile strong-point, out of which the tank developed, probably occurred to most minds after
our first experience of attacking strongly entrenched positions; | first heard it suggested by an Intelligence
Corps officer as early as the Battle of the Aisne....the suggestion of using the 'Caterpillar tractor, which has
been experimented with at Aldershot in 1914, immediately arose....but it was so obvious a development that
it must have occurred simultaneously in many regiments and staff messes.' Thus stated Jphn Charteris, Sir
Douglas Haig's Director of Military Intelligence Obvious development it may have been, but the birth and
infancy of the tank were neverthel ess weighed down by the by a truly remarkable burden of handicapsin
which the endeavour to solve the enormous number of technical problems which the construction of such a
vehicle presented at timesto pale into insignificance compared with the endless squabbles between the
headstrong band of 'midwives and 'monthly nurses who gathered in it's nursery. It is essentially upon this
ill-associated bunch of intevnters, engineers, soldiers and politicians which Jack Smithers concentrates on
this fascinating study of the vehicle which was born out of the stalemate of the Western Front in the First
World War. Asisinevitable in amost any work of history set in thefirst half of the century , the figure of
Winston Churchill looms large in the foreground, but the role that he played in this instance is remarkable
even by his standard when it is remembered that at the crucial time he was First Lord of the Admiralty and
theoretically had nothing to do with warfare on land. Foremost amongst the leading actors in the drama come
Sir Eustance Tennyson-d'Eyncourt, Sor Earnest Swinton, Bertie Stern, Sir William Tritton and Walter
Gordon Wilson. Of the last- few named will have heard, but as the author says, 'but for him there would have
been no tank. Not, at any rate, in 1916."' Thisis the first exhaustive study of the men behind the earliest tanks
and to quote the author again, ‘they quarrelled-furiously at times- is hardly surprising, for these were strong-
willed men and great matters were at stake. Who was right and who was wrong hardly matters There is
honour enough for all of them.' The story of their quarrels and the machines they produced combine, under
Smithers' skill full pen, to make aremarkable and compelling study.
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From reader reviews:
Samuel Lester:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled A
New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get prior to. The A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 giving you one more
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

AliceYbarra:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939
why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Timothy Kahle:

Beside that A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 in your phone, it might give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis
fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. Itis
good thing to have A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 because this book offersto
you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to missthat? Find this
book in addition to read it from now!

John Parish:

This A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 is completely new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this A
New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form



that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially
thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't misstheideal Just read
this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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