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This volume takes a fresh anthropological look at a central but neglected topic: the profound changes in rural
life throughout Western Europe today. As locals leave for jobs in cities, they are replaced by a variety of
incomers including neo-hippies, lifestyle-seekers, eco-activists and rural labour migrants from beyond the
EU. Contributors to this book examine the consequences of these major shifts in rural populations, and
analyse the creation of new modes of living rurally and emerging forms of social organisation. As incomers'
dreams come face to face with residents' realities, they detail the clashes, the misunderstandings and the
forms of cooperation between groups of old and new residents.

The essays within this book provide detailed ethnographic examinations, drawn from areas in Ireland,
France, Spain, the Basque Country and Italy, of the unexpected, myriad ways in which contemporary rural
life is developing. The contributions critically investigate regionalists' politicisation of rural life, rurality and
heritage, and discuss the ways locals take advantage of EU monies to prop up existing hierarchies, or to
challenge them profoundly. By making us rethink 'the rural', they reconceptualise the encounter of the rural
and the urban. Written by an international collection of well-established social anthropologists, the studies
reveal the power of a 'bottom-up' approach. They expose the on-the-ground consequences of and reactions to
grand EU-restructuring policies, which at times threaten to turn the countryside into a manicured playground
for escapee urbanites.

As a novel, significant contribution to our understanding of rural lives in Western Europe today, this book
will appeal to academics and students in anthropology, migrations studies, human geography and rural
sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Lavada Rowlett:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Alternative countrysides:
Anthropological approaches to rural Western Europe today? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Dwight Roberts:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Alternative countrysides: Anthropological
approaches to rural Western Europe today will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

James Koenig:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books
in the top record in your reading list will be Alternative countrysides: Anthropological approaches to rural
Western Europe today. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Lorraine Paisley:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book Alternative countrysides: Anthropological approaches to rural Western Europe today we can
take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Alternative countrysides: Anthropological approaches to rural Western Europe today. You can more inviting
than now.
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