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The image of Old West saloons as sites of violence and raucous entertainment has been perpetuated by film
and legend, but the true story of such establishmentsis far more complex. In Boomtown Saloons,
archaeologist Kelly J. Dixon recounts the excavation of four historic saloon sites in Nevada s Virginia City,
one of the West’s most important boomtowns, and shows how the physical traces of this handful of disparate
drinking places offer a new perspective on authentic life in the mining West. During the second half of the
nineteenth century, the Comstock Lode’'s mineral wealth attracted people from all over the world. At its
peak, Virginia City had a cosmopolitan population of over 20,000 people. Like people everywhere, they
sought to pass their leisure time in congenial company, often in one or another of the four saloons studied
here. Dixon’ s account of the role these four establishments played in the social and economic life of Virginia
City offers keen insight into the businesses and people who made up the backdrop of a mining boomtown.
The saloonsin this study were quieter than legend would have us believe; they served relatively distinct
groups and offered their customers a place of refuge, solidarity, and social contact with peersin acity where
few people had longtime ties or initially any close contacts. Boomtown Saloons also offers an equally vivid
portrait of the modern historical archaeologist who combines time-honored digging, reconstruction, and
analysis methods with such cutting-edge technology as DNA analysis of salivatraces on a 150-year-old
pipestem and chemical analysis of the residue in discarded condiment bottles. The book isillustrated with
historical photographs and maps, as well as photographs of artifacts uncovered during the excavations of the
four sites. Dixon’'s sparkling text and thoughtful interpretation of evidence reveal an unknown aspect of daily
lifein one of the West's most storied boomtowns and demonstrate that, contrary to legend, the traditional
western saloon served an vital and complex social rolein its community.Available in hardcover and

paper back.
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From reader reviews:
Maria Green:

This book untitled Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Seriesin
Nevada History) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
reserve you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-
book from your list.

Ralph Overman:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Boomtown Saloons; Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Seriesin Nevada History) will
give you new experience in looking at a book.

Mary Stone:

Y ou can obtain this Boomtown Saloons. Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Seriesin
Nevada History) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
troubleif you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written
or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current waysto get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Angel Sullivan:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Boomtown Saloons:
Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Seriesin Nevada History) to make your reading is
interesting. Y our own persona skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such asreading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and studying
especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open up abook and read it. Beside that the e-book
Boomtown Saloons: Archaeology And History In Virginia City (Shepperson Seriesin Nevada History) can
to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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