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In this fascinating and colorful book, researcher and performer John McCormick focuses on the marionette
world of Victorian Britain between its heyday after 1860 and its waning years from 1895 to 1914. Situating
the rich and diverse puppet theatre in the context of entertainment culture, he explores both the aesthetics of
these dancing dolls and their sociocultural significance in their life and time.

The history of marionette performances is interwoven with live-actor performances and with the entire
gamut of annual fairs, portable and permanent theatres, music halls, magic lantern shows, waxworks,
panoramas, and sideshows. McCormick has drawn upon advertisements in the Era, an entertainment paper,
between the 1860s and World War I, and articles in the World’s Fair, a paper for showpeople, in the first
fifty years of the twentieth century, as well as interviews with descendants of the marionette showpeople and
close examinations of many of the surviving puppets.

McCormick begins his study with an exploration of the Victorian marionette theatre in the context of other
theatrical events of the day, with proprietors and puppeteers, and with the venues where they performed. He
further examines the marionette’s position as an actor not quite human but imitating humans closely enough
to be considered empathetic; the ways that physical attributes were created with wood, paint, and cloth; and
the dramas and melodramas that the dolls performed. A discussion of the trick figures and specialized acts
that each company possessed, as well as an exploration of the theatre’s staging, lighting, and costuming,
follows in later chapters. McCormick concludes with a description of the last days of marionette theatre in
the wake of changing audience expectations and the increasing popularity of moving pictures.

This highly enjoyable and readable study, often illuminated by intriguing anecdotes such as that of the
Armenian photographer who fell in love with and abducted the Holden company’s Cinderella marionette in
1881, will appeal to everyone fascinated by the magic of nineteenth-century theatre, many of whom will
discover how much the marionette could contribute to that magic.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Cobble:

This The Victorian Marionette Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. That The Victorian Marionette Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) without
we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become
worry The Victorian Marionette Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) can bring whenever you are and
not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This The Victorian Marionette Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Paul Dixon:

The book The Victorian Marionette Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Victorian Marionette Theatre (Studies Theatre
Hist & Culture) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Elaine Davenport:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Victorian Marionette Theatre (Studies
Theatre Hist & Culture) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Victorian Marionette Theatre
(Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Charlie Seymour:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is The Victorian Marionette Theatre (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture). This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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