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Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2009 im Fachbereich Amerikanistik - Literatur, Note: 1,3, Universität Mannheim,
Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: Der Begriff American Dream ist in seiner Bedeutung ebenso vage wie
ambivalent, auch wenn seine häufige Verwendung in Verbindung mit dem bestimmten Artikel ein eindeutig
definiertes Phänomen suggeriert. Gleichwohl ist der amerikanische Traum wesentlicher Bestandteil der
nationalen Identität und Symbol des amerikanischen Selbstverständnisses.

Bereits das von Thomas Jefferson in der Unabhängigkeitserklärung formulierte, gottgegebene Recht des
Menschen auf "Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness" kann als eine Urform des amerikanischen
Traums gesehen werden, auch wenn sich der Begriff zum ersten Mal erst über 150 Jahre später bei James
Truslow Adams findet. Dieser spricht 1931 in seinem Buch The Epic of America von dem "American dream,
that dream of a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for every man, with opportunity for
each according to his ability or achievement."

Truslows Definition zufolge scheint sich der amerikanische Traum im Kern auf die Hoffnung eines besseren
und glücklicheren Lebens für alle Menschen jeglicher sozialer, ethnischer und religiöser Herkunft zu
beziehen. Hierauf deuten auch zahlreiche Aussagen berühmter Amerikaner. So stellt Richard Nixon die
materielle Komponente des Traums heraus und nennt "full employment, better housing, excellence in
education; in rebuilding our cities and improving our rural areas; in protecting our environment and
enhancing the quality of life" als zentrale Elemente. Ronald Reagan erinnert an die Einzigartigkeit des
amerikanischen Volkes und hebt den Sonderstatus hervor, welcher den USA in der Welt zukomme. Amerika
sei "too great a nation to limit (them)selves to small dreams." Jesse Jackson und Martin Luther King träumen
von Freiheit und Gleichheit für alle Bürger, insbesondere für die afroamerikanische Bevölkerung. Und Bill
Clinton betont die universelle Gültigkeit des amerikanischen Traums, welcher jeden Bürger am Erfolg
partizipieren lasse, solange er hart und rechtschaffen arbeite.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Crider:

Precisely why? Because this Der Amerikanische Traum: Wo er her kommt und was ihn ausmacht (German
Edition) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book
in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Joseph Ortiz:

Beside this specific Der Amerikanische Traum: Wo er her kommt und was ihn ausmacht (German Edition)
in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have Der Amerikanische Traum: Wo er her kommt und was ihn
ausmacht (German Edition) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from today!

Wilma Shay:

This Der Amerikanische Traum: Wo er her kommt und was ihn ausmacht (German Edition) is brand-new
way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading
this Der Amerikanische Traum: Wo er her kommt und was ihn ausmacht (German Edition) can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

David Gonzales:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Der Amerikanische Traum: Wo er her kommt und was ihn ausmacht (German Edition) when you
desired it?
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