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After centuries of virtual isolation, during which time international sea travel was forbidden outside of
Japan’s immediate fishing shores, Japanese shogunal authorities in 1862 made the unprecedented decision to
launch an official delegation to China by sea. Concerned by the fast-changing global environment, they had
witnessed the ever-increasing number of incursions into Asia by European powers—not the least of which
was Commodore Perry’s arrival in Japan in 1853–54 and the forced opening of a handful of Japanese ports at
the end of the decade. The Japanese reasoned that it was only a matter of time before they too encountered
the same unfortunate fate as China; their hope was to learn from the Chinese experience and to keep foreign
powers at bay. They dispatched the Senzaimaru to Shanghai with the purpose of investigating contemporary
conditions of trade and diplomacy in the international city. Japanese from varied domains, as well as
shogunal officials, Nagasaki merchants, and an assortment of deck hands, made the voyage along with a
British crew, spending a total of ten weeks observing and interacting with the Chinese and with a handful of
Westerners. Roughly a dozen Japanese narratives of the voyage were produced at the time, recounting
personal impressions and experiences in Shanghai. The Japanese emissaries had the distinct advantage of
being able to communicate with their Chinese hosts by means of the "brush conversation" (written exchanges
in literary Chinese). For their part, the Chinese authorities also created a paper trail of reports and memorials
concerning the Japanese visitors, which worked its way up and down the bureaucratic chain of command.

This was the first official meeting of Chinese and Japanese in several centuries. Although the Chinese
authorities agreed to few of the Japanese requests for trade relations and a consulate, nine years later China
and Japan would sign the first bilateral treaty of amity in their history, a completely equal treaty. East
Asia—and the diplomatic and trade relations between the region’s two major players in the modern
era—would never be the same.
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From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Maiden
Voyage: The Senzaimaru and the Creation of Modern Sino-Japanese Relations (Philip E. Lilienthal Asian
Studies Imprint)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Kenneth Porter:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Maiden Voyage: The Senzaimaru and the Creation of Modern Sino-
Japanese Relations (Philip E. Lilienthal Asian Studies Imprint) as your daily resource information.

John Almanzar:

The actual book Maiden Voyage: The Senzaimaru and the Creation of Modern Sino-Japanese Relations
(Philip E. Lilienthal Asian Studies Imprint) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this
book very suited to you. The book Maiden Voyage: The Senzaimaru and the Creation of Modern Sino-
Japanese Relations (Philip E. Lilienthal Asian Studies Imprint) is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jocelyn Lee:

This Maiden Voyage: The Senzaimaru and the Creation of Modern Sino-Japanese Relations (Philip E.
Lilienthal Asian Studies Imprint) is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts
accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Maiden Voyage: The Senzaimaru and
the Creation of Modern Sino-Japanese Relations (Philip E. Lilienthal Asian Studies Imprint) in your hand
like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book.



Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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