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The Unsubstantial Air isthe gripping story of the Americans who fought and died in the aerial battles of
World War I. Much more than atraditional military history, it is an account of the excitement of becoming a
pilot and flying in combat over the Western Front, told through the words and voices of the aviators
themselves.

A World War |1 pilot himself, the memoirist and critic Samuel Hynes revives the adventurous young men
who inspired his own generation to take to the sky. The volunteer fliers were often privileged-the sorts of
college athletes and Ivy League students who might appear in an F. Scott Fitzgerald novel, and sometimes
did. Others were country boys from the farms and ranches of the West. Hynes follows them from the flying
clubs of Harvard, Princeton, and Y ale and the grass airfields of Texas and Canadato training grounds in
Europe and on to the front, where they learned how to fight awar in the air. And to the bars and clubs of
Paris and London, where they unwound and discovered another kind of excitement, another challenge. He
shows how East Coast aristocrats like Teddy Roosevelt's son Quentin and Arizona roughnecks like Frank
Luke the Balloon Buster all dreamed of chivalric single combat in the sky, and how they came to know both
the beauty of flight and the constant presence of death.

By drawing on letters sent home, diaries kept, and memoirs published in the years that followed, Hynes
brings to life the emotions, anxieties, and triumphs of the young pilots. They gasp in wonder at the world
seen from a plane, struggle to keep their hands from freezing in open air cockpits, party with actresses and
aristocrats, rest at Voltaire's castle, and search for their friends' bodies on the battlefield. Their romantic war
becomes more than that-a harsh but often thrilling reality. Weaving together their testimonies, The
Unsubstantial Air isamoving portrait of a generation coming of age under new and extreme circumstances.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Tomasini:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War. Try to
face the book The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War as your close friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Daniel Cadena;

With other casg, little folks like to read book The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War.
Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant
some sort of book The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War. Y ou can add information
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open abook or even searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you fedl bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Cynthia Campbell:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guysthisaren't like that. This The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer involving The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different such asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First
World War is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jeanne Newman:

This The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War tend to be reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the
First World War can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this The Unsubstantial Air: American Fliersin the First World War giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we redlize it



useful in your day action. So, let's have it appreciate reading.
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