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Exploring homegrown movements and figures, proclaims “American Hinduism” as a distinct religious
tradition.

Today, a new stage in the development of Hinduism in America is taking shape. After a century of
experimentation during which Americans welcomed Indian gurus who adjusted their teachings to
accommodate the New World context, “American Hinduism” can now rightly be called its own tradition
rather than an imported religion. Accordingly, this spiritual path is now headed by leaders born in North
America. Homegrown Gurus explores this phenomenon in essays about these figures and their networks. A
variety of teachers and movements are considered, including Ram Dass, Siddha Yoga, and Amrit Desai and
Kripalu Yoga, among others. Two contradictory trends quickly become apparent: an increasing
Westernization of Hindu practices and values alongside a renewed interest in traditional forms of Hinduism.
These opposed sensibilities—innovation and preservation, radicalism and recovery—are characteristic of
postmodernity and denote a new chapter in the American assimilation of Hinduism.

“…a valuable examination of some prominent American Hindus who have spread Hinduism among
Americans and also, in diverse ways, Americanized what was once a foreign and exotic religion.” —
Anthropology Review Database

“Concentrating on North America, this volume offers a timely and important group of essays that examine
American Hinduism as a distinctive tradition … It also uses a theoretically sophisticated approach to
examine the complexities and issues—such as authenticity, innovation, preservation, recovery, and
radicalism—that arise from the meeting of divergent cultures … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

Ann Gleig is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Central Florida.

Lola Williamson is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Millsaps College and the author of
Transcendent in America: Hindu-Inspired Meditation Movements as New Religion.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Joseph:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in America
to American Hinduism had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in
America to American Hinduism is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in America to American Hinduism.
You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Michael Short:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Homegrown Gurus:
From Hinduism in America to American Hinduism book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Ramon Jeter:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in America to American Hinduism, you
could tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a guide.

Kelley Hardy:

The reason? Because this Homegrown Gurus: From Hinduism in America to American Hinduism is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This



amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.
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