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Written by Shakespeare and John Fletcher, this play tells the familiar story of a love triangle. Here, though, it
seems distant and strange. The play is based on “The Knight’s Tale” in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.
Chaucer’s tale comes from an Italian poem by Boccaccio. Thus in The Two Noble Kinsmen we have a late
medieval narrative transformed into a seventeenth-century play.

Initially, the Theban knights Arcite and Palamon are devoted kinsmen, both serving their king, Creaon, who
is defeated by Theseus, Duke of Athens. After they are imprisoned in Athens, they see Emilia, sister of the
Duchess of Athens, through a window. They become rivals for her love, eager to fight each other to the
death, even though she does not know they exist.

After Arcite is released and banished, and Palamon escapes, they begin their would-be fight to the death with
chivalric ceremony. Theseus, happening on them, decrees that they must compete for her in a tournament,
after which the loser will be executed.

Emilia is no willing bride; as a girl, she loved Flavina, who has died. Still, she tries to avert the tournament
by choosing between Arcite and Palamon, only to find she cannot. The jailer’s daughter, a character added
by the playwrights, is infatuated with Palamon and helps him escape. But the social gulf between her and
Palamon is unimaginably wide. Only the gods can bring the play to resolution.

The authoritative edition of The Two Noble Kinsmen from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and
widely used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play
-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries
-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases
-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language
-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books
-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Dieter Mehl

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

The book untitled The Two Noble Kinsmen (Folger Shakespeare Library) contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
examine.

Mark Vandyke:

Beside that The Two Noble Kinsmen (Folger Shakespeare Library) in your phone, it can give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have The Two Noble Kinsmen (Folger Shakespeare Library) because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from right now!

Heather Killen:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Two Noble Kinsmen (Folger Shakespeare
Library) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

John Day:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The Two Noble Kinsmen
(Folger Shakespeare Library).
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