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Examining the development of avant garde theatre from its inception in the 1890s right up to the present day,
Christopher Innes exposes a central paradox of modern theatre; that the motivating force of theatrical
experimentation is primitivism. What links the work of Strindberg, Artaud, Brook and Mnouchkine is an
idealisation of the elemental and a desire to find ritual in archaic traditions. This widespread primitivism is
the key to understanding both the political and aesthetic aspects of modern theatre and provides fresh
insights into contemporary social trends.
The original text, first published in 1981 as Holy Theatre, has been fully revised and up-dated to take
account of the most recent theoretical developments in anthropology, critical theory and psychotherapy. New
sections on Heiner Muller, Robert Wilson, Eugenio Barba, Ariane Mnouchkine and Sam Shepard have been
added. As a result, the book now deals with all the major avant garde theatre practitioners, in Europe and
North America.
Avant Garde Theatre will be essential reading for anyone attempting to understand contemporary drama.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Avant Garde Theatre: 1892-1992. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Avant Garde
Theatre: 1892-1992. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Arnold Allison:

The book Avant Garde Theatre: 1892-1992 can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Avant Garde Theatre: 1892-1992? Some of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Avant Garde Theatre: 1892-1992 has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Griselda Gonzalez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Avant Garde Theatre: 1892-1992 why because the great cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Lena Robertson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That Avant Garde Theatre: 1892-1992 can give you a lot of close
friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Avant Garde Theatre: 1892-1992.
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