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There are certain moments, such as the American founding or the Civil Rights Movement, that we revisit
again and again as instances of democratic triumph, and there are other moments that haunt us as instances of
democratic failure. How should we view moments of democratic failure, when both the law and citizens
forsake justice? Do such moments reveal a wholesale failure of democracy or a more contested failing,
pointing to what could have been, and still might be?

Public Trials reveals the considerable stakes of how we understand democratic failure. Maxwell argues
against a tendency in the thinking of Plato, Rousseau and contemporary theorists to view moments of
democratic failure as indicative of the failure of democracy, insomuch as such thinking leads to a deference
to authority that unintentionally encourages complicity in elite and legal failures to assure justice. In contrast,
what Maxwell calls "lost cause narratives" of democratic failure reveal the contingency of democratic failure
by showing that things "could have been" otherwise -- and, with public action and response, might yet be. A
politics of lost causes calls for democratic responsiveness to failure via practices of resistance, theatrical
claims-making, and re-narration.

Maxwell makes a powerful case for the politics of lost causes by examining public controversies over trials.
She focuses on the dilemmas and diagnoses of democratic failure in four instances: Edmund Burke's
speeches and writings on the Warren Hastings trial in late 18th century Britain, Emile Zola's writings on the
Dreyfus Affair in late 19th century France, Hannah Arendt's writings on the Eichmann trial in 1960's Israel,
and Kathryn Bigelow's recent narration of (the lack of) trials of alleged terrorist detainees in Zero Dark
Thirty. Maxwell marshals her subtle, historically grounded readings of these texts to show the dangers of
despairing of democracy altogether, as well as the necessity of re-narrating instances of democratic failure so
as to cultivate public responsiveness to such failures in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Branham:

The reason? Because this Public Trials: Burke, Zola, Arendt, and the Politics of Lost Causes is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Nicholas Valles:

Public Trials: Burke, Zola, Arendt, and the Politics of Lost Causes can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Public Trials:
Burke, Zola, Arendt, and the Politics of Lost Causes nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Fern Gooding:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Public Trials: Burke, Zola, Arendt, and the Politics of Lost
Causes why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Ingrid Baumbach:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Public Trials: Burke, Zola, Arendt,
and the Politics of Lost Causes is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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