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In this book, one of Italy's most important and original contemporary philosophers considers the status of art
in the modern era. He takes seriously Hegel's claim that art has exhausted its spiritual vocation, that it is no
longer through art that Spirit principally comes to knowledge of itself. He argues, however, that Hegel by no
means proclaimed the "death of art" (as many still imagine) but proclaimed rather the indefinite continuation
of art in what Hegel called a "self-annulling" mode.

With astonishing breadth and originality, the author probes the meaning, aesthetics, and historical
consequences of that self-annulment. In essence, he argues that the birth of modern aesthetics is the result of
a series of schisms—between artist and spectator, genius and taste, and form and matter, for example—that
are manifestations of the deeper, self-negating yet self-perpetuating movement of irony.

Through this concept of self-annulment, the author offers an imaginative reinterpretation of the history of
aesthetic theory from Kant to Heidegger, and he opens up original perspectives on such phenomena as the
rise of the modern museum, the link between art and terror, the natural affinity between "good taste" and its
perversion, and kitsch as the inevitable destiny of art in the modern era. The final chapter offers a dazzling
interpretation of Dürer's Melancholia in the terms that the book has articulated as its own.

The Man Without Content will naturally interest those who already prize Agamben's work, but it will also
make his name relevant to a whole new audience—those involved with art, art history, the history of
aesthetics, and popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Earline Martin:

Typically the book The Man Without Content (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Man Without Content (Meridian:
Crossing Aesthetics) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Adriana Phillips:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Man Without Content (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get previous to. The The Man Without Content (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) giving you a
different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life
on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

Syble Mills:

The Man Without Content (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Man
Without Content (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Judy Marinez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Man Without Content (Meridian:
Crossing Aesthetics) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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