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"The need for realism in reform of its monetary system is what makes Bernstein's story of the Power of Gold
so timely. It isacompelling reminder that maintaining a fixed price for gold and fixed exchange rates were
difficult evenin asimpler financial environment....Peter Bernstein was reluctant to project the story of gold
into the future. But to me his message was clear. Yes, gold will be with us, valued not only for itsintrinsic
qualities but as alast refuge and store of value in turbulent times. But its days as money, as a means of
payment and a fixed unit of account are gone."

—From the New Foreword by Paul Volcker

Thisbestselling book reveals arecord of human naturein the ubiquity of gold with a new foreword by
Paul Volcker

In this exciting book, the late Peter L. Bernstein tells the story of history's most coveted, celebrated, and
inglorious asset: gold. From the ancient fascinations of Maoses and Midas through the modern convulsions
caused by the gold standard and its aftermath, gold has led many of its most eager and proud possessorsto a
bad end. And while the same cycle of obsession and desperation may reverberate in today's fast-moving,
electronically-driven markets, the role of gold in shaping human history is the striking feature of this
tumultuous tale. Such is the power of gold.

Whether it is Egyptian pharaohs with depraved tastes, the luxury-mad survivors of the Black Death, the
Chinese inventor of paper money, the pirates on the Spanish Main, or the hardnosed believersin the
international gold standard, gold has been the supreme possession. It has been an icon for greed and an
emblem of rectitude, as well as avehicle for vanity and a badge of power that has shaped the destiny of
humanity through the ages.

- Discusses the beginnings of gold as something with magical, religious, and artistic qualities and follows its
trail aswe progressto the invention of coinage, the transformation of gold into money, and the gold
standard

- Other bestselling books by the late Peter Bernstein: Against the Gods, Capital Ideas, and Capital Ideas
Evolving

- Contemplates gold from the diverse perspectives of monarchs and moneyers, potentates and politicians,
men of legendary wealth and others of more plebeian beginnings

Far more than atale of romantic myths, daring explorations, and the history of money and power struggles,
The Power of Gold suggests that the true significance of thisinfamous element may lie in the timeless
passions it continues to evoke, and what this reveal s about ourselves.
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From reader reviews:
David Wysocki:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because
just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it isright. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Power of Gold: The History of an Obsession
to read.

Gary Johnson:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Power of Gold: The History of an
Obsession is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and wishinthisera

GayeLewis:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Power of Gold: The History of an Obsession can be very good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Ronald Canty:

In this erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more specia than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of several booksin
the top collection in your reading list will be The Power of Gold: The History of an Obsession. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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