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He had just given a rousing speech to a crammed assembly in St. Paul, but Frederick Douglass, confidant to
the Great Emancipator himself and conscience of the Republican Party, was denied a hotel room because he
was black. This was Minnesota in 1873, four years after the state had approved black suffrage—a state where
“freedom” meant being unshackled from chains but not social restrictions, where “equality” meant access to
the ballot but not to a hotel or restaurant downtown.

Spanning the half century after the Civil War, Degrees of Freedom draws a rare picture of black experience
in a northern state of this period and of the nature of black discontent and action within a predominantly
white, ostensibly progressive society. William D. Green brings to light a full cast of little-known historical
characters among the black men and women who moved to Minnesota following the Fifteenth Amendment;
worked as farmhands and laborers; built communities (such as Pig’s Eye Landing, later renamed St. Paul),
businesses, and a newspaper (the Western Appeal); and embodied the slow but inexorable advancement of
race relations in the state over time. Within this absorbing, often surprising, narrative we meet “ordinary”
citizens, like former slave and early settler Jim Thompson and black barbers catering to a white clientele, but
also outsize figures of national stature, such as Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington, and W. E. B. Du
Bois, all of whom championed civil rights in Minnesota. And we see how, in a state where racial prejudice
and oppression wore a liberal mask, black settlers and entrepreneurs, politicians, and activists maneuvered
within a restricted political arena to bring about real and lasting change.
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From reader reviews:

Hyacinth Mills:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just
their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Degrees of Freedom: The Origins of Civil
Rights in Minnesota, 1865-1912 to read.

Nick Zapata:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Degrees of Freedom: The Origins of Civil
Rights in Minnesota, 1865-1912 is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book.
It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Carrie Hanks:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Degrees of Freedom: The Origins of Civil Rights in Minnesota, 1865-1912 can
make you really feel more interested to read.

Donald Link:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Degrees of Freedom: The
Origins of Civil Rights in Minnesota, 1865-1912.
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