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Most histories of European appropriation of indigenous territories have, until recently, focused on conquest
and occupation, while relatively little attention has been paid to the history of treaty-making. Yet treaties
were also a means of extending empire. To grasp the extent of European legal engagement with indigenous
peoples, Empire by Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1900 looks at the history of treaty-
making in European empires (Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese, French and British) from the early 17th to the late
19th century, that is, during both stages of European imperialism. While scholars have often dismissed
treaties assuming that they would have been fraudulent or unequal, this book argues that there was more to
the practice of treaty-making than mere commercial and political opportunism. Indeed, treaty-making was
also promoted by Europeans as a more legitimate means of appropriating indigenous sovereignties and
acquiring land than were conquest or occupation, and therefore as a way to reconcile expansion with moral
and juridical legitimacy. As for indigenous peoples, they engaged in treaty-making as a way to further their
interests even if, on the whole, they gained far less than the Europeans from those agreements and often less
than they bargained for. The vexed history of treaty-making presents particular challenges for the great
expectations placed in treaties for the resolution of conflicts over indigenous rights in post-colonial societies.
These hopes are held by both indigenous peoples and representatives of the post-colonial state and yet, both
must come to terms with the complex and troubled history of treaty-making over 300 years of empire.
Empire by Treaty looks at treaty-making in Dutch colonial expansion, the Spanish-Portuguese border in the
Americas, aboriginal land in Canada, French colonial West Africa, and British India.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn White:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Empire by Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-
1900.

Leroy Torres:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Empire by Treaty: Negotiating
European Expansion, 1600-1900 is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Catherine Scott:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Empire by Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1900 can make
you really feel more interested to read.

Katherine Herron:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Empire by Treaty: Negotiating European
Expansion, 1600-1900 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book
and read it. Beside that the publication Empire by Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1900 can
to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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