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This is the story of a new science. Beginning with an obscure discovery in 1896, radioactivity led researchers
on a quest for understanding that ultimately confronted the intersection of knowledge and mystery.

Mysterious from the start, radioactivity attracted researchers who struggled to understand it. What caused
certain atoms to give off invisible, penetrating rays? Where did the energy come from? These questions
became increasingly pressing when researchers realized the process seemed to continue indefinitely,
producing huge quantities of energy. Investigators found cases where radioactivity did change, forcing them
to the startling conclusion that radioactive bodies were transmuting into other substances. Chemical elements
were not immutable after all. Radioactivity produced traces of matter so minuscule and evanescent that
researchers had to devise new techniques and instruments to investigate them.

Scientists in many countries, but especially in laboratories in Paris, Manchester, and Vienna unraveled the
details of radioactive transformations. They created a new science with specialized techniques, instruments,
journals, and international conferences. Women entered the field in unprecedented numbers. Experiments led
to revolutionary ideas about the atom and speculations about atomic energy. The excitement spilled over to
the public, who expected marvels and miracles from radium, a scarce element discovered solely by its
radioactivity. The new phenomenon enkindled the imagination and awakened ancient themes of literature
and myth.

Entrepreneurs created new industries, and physicians devised novel treatments for cancer. Radioactivity gave
archaeologists methods for dating artifacts and meteorologists a new explanation for the air's conductivity.
Their explorations revealed a mysterious radiation from space. Radioactivity profoundly changed science,
politics, and culture. The field produced numerous Nobel Prize winners, yet radioactivity's talented
researchers could not solve the mysteries underlying the new phenomenon. That was left to a new generation
and a new way of thinking about reality.

Radioactivity presents this fascinating history in a way that is both accessible and appealing to the general
reader. Not merely a historical account, the book examines philosophical issues connected with radioactivity,
and relates its topics to broader issues regarding the nature of science.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Lugo:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Radioactivity: A History of a Mysterious
Science as your daily resource information.

Lavonne Ouellette:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is usually Radioactivity: A History of a Mysterious Science.

Gregory Phipps:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Radioactivity: A History of a Mysterious Science. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Kelli Smith:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for
reading. Some people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Radioactivity: A History of a
Mysterious Science or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Radioactivity: A History of a Mysterious Science to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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