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This book offers reconstructions of various syntactic properties of Proto-Germanic, including verb position
in main clauses, the syntax of the wh-system, and the (non-)occurrence of null pronominal subjects and
objects. Although previous studies have |looked at the lexical and phonological reconstruction of Proto-
Germanic, little is currently known about the syntax of the language, and it has even been argued that the
reconstruction of syntax isimpossible.

Dr Walkden uses extensive evidence from the early Germanic languages - Old English, Old High German,
Old Saxon, Old Norse, and Gothic - to show that syntactic reconstruction is not only possible but also
profitable. He argues that while the reconstruction of syntax differs from lexical-phonological reconstruction
due to the so-called 'correspondence problem’, thisis not insurmountable. In fact, the approach taken in
current Minimalist theories, in which syntactic variation is attributed to the

properties of lexical items, opens the door for syntactic reconstruction as lexical reconstruction. The book
also discusses practical solutions for circumventing the correspondence problem, in particular the use of both
distributional properties of lexical items and the phonological forms of such

itemsin order to establish cognacy.

The book will be of interest to historical linguists working on syntactic reconstruction and the Germanic
languages, from graduate level upwards, as well as to advanced students of syntactic change more generally.
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From reader reviews:
Michelle Huffman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies
in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics).

Jesus Thresher:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work thisis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford
Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. Theinside or content is actually fantastic asthe
outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Rick Fountain:

This Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics)
is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information asiit relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of
digest in reading this Syntactic Reconstruction and Proto-Germanic (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and
Historical Linguistics) can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy
to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure |
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find what you
arelooking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life
and knowledge.

Richard Mason:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information coming
from abook. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern eralike now, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
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