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The drama's laws,

the drama's patrons give,

For we that live to please,

must please to live.

—Samuel Johnson, 1747

Democratic ferment, responsible for political explosions in the seventeenth century and expanded power in
the eighteenth, affected all phases of English life. The theatre reflected these forces in the content of the
plays of the period and in an increased awareness among playgoers that the theatre "must please to live."

Drawing from a wealth of amusing and informative contemporary accounts, Leo Hughes presents abundant
evidence that the theatre-going public proved zealous, and sometimes even unruly, in asserting its role and
rights. He describes numerous species of individual pest&#8212the box-lobby saunterers, the vizard masks
(ladies of uncertain virtue), the catcallers, and the weeping sentimentalists. Protest demonstrations of various
interest groups, such as footmen asserting their rights to sit in the upper gallery, reflect the behavior of the
audience as a whole&#8212an audience that Alexander Pope described as "the manyheaded monster of the
pit."

Hughes analyzes the changes in the audience's taste through the long span from Dryden's day to Sheridan's.
He illustrates the decline in taste from the sophisticated, if bawdy, comedy of the Restoration Period to the
sentimentalism and empty show of later decades. He attributes the increased emphasis on sentiment and
spectacle to audience influence and describes the effects of audience demands on managers, playwrights, and
players. He describes in detail the mixed assembly that frequented the theatre during this period and the
greatly enlarged theatres that were built to accommodate it.

Hughes concludes that it was the English people's basic love of liberty that allowed them to accept audience
disruptions considered intolerable by foreign visitors and that the drama's patrons greatly influenced the
quality of theatrical production during this long period.
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From reader reviews:

David Briggs:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Drama's Patrons: A Study of the Eighteenth-Century London Audience will give you new experience in
studying a book.

Curt Stewart:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Drama's Patrons: A
Study of the Eighteenth-Century London Audience which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

Shirley Drago:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That The Drama's Patrons: A Study of the Eighteenth-Century London
Audience can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Drama's Patrons: A
Study of the Eighteenth-Century London Audience.

Gigi Brown:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Drama's Patrons: A Study of the Eighteenth-
Century London Audience to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book The Drama's Patrons: A Study of the Eighteenth-
Century London Audience can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of their time.
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