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Today Iran is once again in the headlines. Reputed to be developing nuclear weapons, the future of Iraq's
next-door neighbor is a matter of grave concern both for the stability of the region and for the safety of the
global community. President George W. Bush labeled it part of the "Axis of Evil," and rails against the
country's authoritarian leadership. Yet as Bush trumpets the spread of democracy throughout the Middle
East, few note that Iran has one of the longest-running experiences with democracy in the region.

In this book, Ali Gheissari and Vali Nasr look at the political history of Iran in the modern era, and offer an
in-depth analysis of the prospects for democracy to flourish there. After having produced the only successful
Islamist challenge to the state, a revolution, and an Islamic Republic, Iran is now poised to produce a genuine
and indigenous democratic movement in the Muslim world. Democracy in Iran is neither a sudden
development nor a western import, Gheissari and Nasr argue. The concept of democracy in Iran today may
appear to be a reaction to authoritarianism, but it is an old idea with a complex history, one that is tightly
interwoven with the main forces that have shaped Iranian society and politics, institutions, identities, and
interests. Indeed, the demand for democracy first surfaced in Iran a century ago at the end of the Qajar
period, and helped produce Iran's surprisingly liberal first constitution in 1906. Gheissari and Nasr seek to
understand why democracy failed to grow roots and lost ground to an autocratic Iranian state. Why was
democracy absent from the ideological debates of the 1960s and 1970s? Most important, why has it now
become a powerful social, political, and intellectual force? How have modernization, social change,
economic growth, and the experience of the revolution converged to make this possible?
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Democracy in
Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Rhonda Silva:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty can be your answer given it can be
read by you who have those short free time problems.

Janice Wilson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you personally is Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for Liberty this guide
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Shelly Sampson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Democracy in Iran: History and the Quest for
Liberty can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Democracy in Iran: History
and the Quest for Liberty.
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