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"A hell of a gift, an opportunity." "Magnanimous." "One of the greatest advantages I ever experienced."
These are the voices of World War II veterans, lavishing praise on their beloved G.I. Bill. Transcending
boundaries of class and race, the Bill enabled a sizable portion of the hallowed "greatest generation" to gain
vocational training or to attend college or graduate school at government expense. Its beneficiaries had
grown up during the Depression, living in tenements and cold-water flats, on farms and in small towns across
the nation, most of them expecting that they would one day work in the same kinds of jobs as their fathers.
Then the G.I. Bill came along, and changed everything. They experienced its provisions as inclusive, fair,
and tremendously effective in providing the deeply held American value of social opportunity, the chance to
improve one's circumstances. They become chefs and custom builders, teachers and electricians, engineers
and college professors.
But the G.I. Bill fueled not only the development of the middle class: it also revitalized American
democracy. Americans who came of age during World War II joined fraternal groups and neighborhood and
community organizations and took part in politics at rates that made the postwar era the twentieth century's
civic "golden age." Drawing on extensive interviews and surveys with hundreds of members of the "greatest
generation," Suzanne Mettler finds that by treating veterans as first-class citizens and in granting advanced
education, the Bill inspired them to become the active participants thanks to whom memberships in civic
organizations soared and levels of political activity peaked.
Mettler probes how this landmark law produced such a civic renaissance. Most fundamentally, she discovers,
it communicated to veterans that government was for and about people like them, and they responded in turn.
In our current age of rising inequality and declining civic engagement, Soldiers to Citizens offers critical
lessons about how public programs can make a difference.
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From reader reviews:

George Cardenas:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do that. You
must know how great and important the book Soldiers to Citizens: The G.I. Bill and the Making of the
Greatest Generation. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Arthur Haase:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Soldiers to
Citizens: The G.I. Bill and the Making of the Greatest Generation is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Sara Love:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Soldiers to Citizens: The
G.I. Bill and the Making of the Greatest Generation is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Dorothy Penland:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Soldiers to Citizens: The G.I. Bill and the Making of
the Greatest Generation can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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