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In this provocative and wide-ranging study, Douglas Mao argues that a profound tension between veneration
of human production and anxiety about production's dangers lay at the heart of literary modernism. Focusing
on the work of Virginia Woolf, Wyndham Lewis, Ezra Pound, and Wallace Stevens, Mao shows that
modernists were captivated by physical objects, which, regarded as objects, seemed to partake of a utopian
serenity beyond the reach of human ideological conflicts. Under a variety of historical pressures, Mao
observes, these writers came to revere the making of such things, and especially the crafting of the work of
art, as the surest guarantee of meaning for an individual life. Yet they also found troubling contradictions
here, since any kind of making, be it handicraft or mass production, could also be understood as a violation
of the nonhuman world by an increasingly predatory and imperialistic subjectivity. If modernists began by
embracing production as a test of meaning, then they frequently ended by testing production itself and
finding it wanting.

To make this case, Mao interweaves social and political history with readings in literature, the visual arts,
philosophy, and economics. He explores modernism's relation to aestheticism, existentialism, and the culture
of consumption, joining current debates on the politics of engagement and the social meanings of art. And he
shows conclusively, in this elegantly written and consistently surprising work, that we cannot understand the
theories and practices of modernism without addressing the question of the object and production's
ambivalent allure.
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From reader reviews:

Edgar Curtis:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled Solid Objects: Modernism and the Test of Production can be
very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Moses Bean:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. Solid Objects: Modernism and the Test of Production can be your answer since it can be read by
you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Sidney Robertson:

The book untitled Solid Objects: Modernism and the Test of Production contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
gives you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Andrew Taylor:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Solid Objects: Modernism and the Test of Production can make you experience
more interested to read.
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