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Focusing on three secular institutional building types: libraries, museums, and cinemas, this book explores
the intricate interplay between culture and architecture. It explores the cultural imperatives which have seen
to the formation of these institutions, the development of their architecture, and their transformation over
time. The relationship between culture and architecture is often perceived as a monologic relationship.
Architecture is seen to embody, represent and/or reflect the values, the beliefs, and the aesthetic ideals of a
culture. Ameri argues that this is at best a partial and restrictive view, and that if architecture is a cultural
statement, it is a performative one. It does not merely represent culture, but constructs, reifies, and imposes
culture as the unalterable shape of reality. Whereas the concept and the study of cultural performatives have
had an important critical impact on the humanities, architecture as a cultural performative has not received
the necessary scholarly attention and, in part, this book aims to fill this gap. Whereas building-type studies
have been largely restricted to elucidating how best to design building-types based on historic and
contemporary precedents, studies in the humanities that analytically and critically engage the secular
institutions and their history as cultural performatives, typically cast a blind or perfunctory glance at the
performative complicity of their architecture. This book aims to address the omissions in both these
approaches. The library, the museum, and the movie-theater have been selected for close critical study
because, this book argues, each has been instituted to house, â€˜domesticate,â€™ and restrain a specific form
of representation. The aim has been to protect and promulgate the â€œmetaphysics of presenceâ€• as Jacques
Derrida expounds the concept. This book proposes that it is against the dangers of unconstrained
cohabitation of reality and representation that the library, the museum, and the movie-theater have been
instituted as safeguards. Each has accomplished its assigned performative task by uniquely domesticating
and curtailing the specific deconstructive effect of the representation it is given to administer. This is
accomplished through distinct formal and spatial strategies that constitute and characterize each type. In its
own unique way, each type has rendered the hierarchic distinction between reality and representation reified
and experiential as the inherent contradictions of this distinction are all but suppressed, if only to return in
the figure of the uncanny.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Stewart:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Architecture of the Illusive Distance will make you
to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Shirley Kier:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Architecture of the Illusive Distance as the
daily resource information.

Janice Pyles:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Architecture of the Illusive Distance can be
great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Daryl Steele:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book The Architecture of the Illusive Distance. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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