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Aristophanes has enjoyed a conspicuous revival in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Greece. Here, Gonda
Van Steen provides the first critical analysis of the role of the classical Athenian playwright in modern Greek
culture, explaining how the sociopolitical "venom" of Aristophanes' verses remains relevant and appealing to
modern Greek audiences. Deriding or challenging well-known figures and conservative values,
Aristophanes' comedies transgress authority and continue to speak to many social groups in Greece who
have found in him a witty, pointed, and accessible champion from their "native" tradition.

The book addresses the broader issues reflected in the poet's revival: political and linguistic nationalism,
literary and cultural authenticity versus creativity, censorship, and social strife. Van Steen's discussion ranges
from attitudes toward Aristophanes before and during Greece's War of Independence in the 1820s to those
during the Cold War, from feminist debates to the significance of the popular music integrated into comic
revival productions, from the havoc transvestite adaptations wreaked on gender roles to the political protest
symbolized by Karolos Koun's directorial choices.

Crossing boundaries of classical philology, critical theory, and performance studies, the book encourages us
to reassess Aristophanes' comedies as both play-acts and modern methods of communication. Van Steen uses
material never before accessible in English as she proves that Aristophanes remains Greece's immortal comic
genius and political voice.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book Venom in Verse (Princeton Modern Greek Studies)
seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Venom in Verse (Princeton Modern Greek Studies) is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Venom in Verse
(Princeton Modern Greek Studies). You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Ginger Beals:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Venom in Verse (Princeton Modern Greek
Studies) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Mary Kenney:

This book untitled Venom in Verse (Princeton Modern Greek Studies) to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Andrea Whitt:

The book with title Venom in Verse (Princeton Modern Greek Studies) includes a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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