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The array of new technologies that came on the scene in the early 20th century resulted in widely varied new
forms of military special operations once civilization embarked on its greatest war. Suddenly, fighting men
could be delivered by parachute, submarine, glider, jeeps, and fast amphibious craft deep into enemy
territory to perform special tasks; yet others would continue to perform missions the same as their ancestors
in previous wars—on foot using stealth, endurance and patience.

This work contains discussions of the employment of various special purpose, special mission organizations
during World War II. These units operated in Allied and Axis countries and in various theaters of war
including Europe, North Africa, the Pacific, Asia, and the continental United States. Representing every
major combatant, the operations include various kinds of raids, intelligence gathering missions, support to
partisan/guerrilla groups, prisoner rescues, direct-action missions, and at least two where the object was
simply to steal something. Some missions would have been officially denied if the operations had been
caught in the act.

The book is divided into two sections: Behind Enemy Lines and Behind Friendly Lines, to demonstrate that
special-purpose organizations can be employed wherever needed, even in areas controlled by military units
of their own or allied countries. Many of the units described run the gamut of special mission types, from
commando to parachute units, reconnaissance to sabotage units, and partisan training units as well as those
with combined missions.

Many of the operations described in this book continue to serve as templates for modern Special Operations
missions, while still others—the first attempts of their kind—continue to serve as examples of what not to try
under the circumstances.

Michael F. Dilley served for 20 years in the U.S. Army’s Military Intelligence branch. After retiring from the
Army, the author served for about ten years as an employee of the Department of Defense, then as a
contractor for various U.S. Government agencies in several fields for 15 years. . Author of several books and
many articles, a number of these chapters are based on his previous writings for the legendary Behind the
Lines magazine.
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From reader reviews:

Dominic Loflin:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Behind the Lines: A Critical Survey of Special
Operations in World War II will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book
or suited book with you?

Jodie Kahl:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Behind the Lines: A Critical Survey of Special Operations in World War II
book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer connected with Behind the Lines: A Critical Survey of Special Operations in
World War II content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking
Behind the Lines: A Critical Survey of Special Operations in World War II is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Kelly Spinney:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Behind the Lines: A
Critical Survey of Special Operations in World War II.

Mary Patterson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Behind the Lines: A Critical Survey of Special Operations in World War II your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get previous to. The Behind the Lines: A Critical Survey of Special Operations in



World War II giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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