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...balanced and well informed...a striking piece of scholarship aimed at demythologizing the origins of the
Ethiopian Falasha.
-Foreign Affairs

Kaplan's definitive treatment will be of interest to students and scholars of Jewish history, African history,
and comparative religion, as well as anyone interested in Jewish affairs and the modern Middle East.

The Midwest Book Review

Kaplan's conceptualizations are judicious and clearly expressed...incisive and well documented... and
provides essential background for the process of assimilation now taking lace in Israel.
-The International Journal of African Historical Studies

Kaplan's able interdisciplinary approach is of great value for persons interested in religion, civilization, and
process of change.
-Religious Studies Review

Kaplan's well-written, lucid presentation make[s] this important, competent contribution accessible to all
levels of readers. Highly recommended.

Choice

Insightful and thorough, a welcome contribution.Kay Kaufman Shelemay, Professor of Music, Harvard
University

Undoubtedly the most detailed, most scholarly, and most dispassionate argument of Falasha history hitherto
published. [T]his work deserves ... the most careful study by all those (and in particular in Israel) who have
any practical or scholarly connection with the Beta Israel.
-- Edward UllendorffEmeritus Professor of Ethiopian Studies, University of LondonFellow of the British
Academy

Given Kaplan's facility with both written and oral sources, he is in a unique position to synthesize and
reconcile the new historical findings of ethnographers with the written sources and differing conclusions of
earlier historians and linguists. His work is insightful and thorough, a welcome contribution.
-- Kay Shelemay, Wesleyan University

The origin of the Black Jews of Ethiopia has long been a source of fascination and controversy. Their
condition and future continues to generate debate. The culmination of almost a decade of research, The Beta
Israel (Falasha) in Ethiopia marks the publication of the first book-length scholarly study of the history of
this unique community.



In this volume, Steven Kaplan seeks to demythologize the history of the Falasha and to consider them in the
wider context of Ethiopian history and culture. This marks a clear departure from previous studies which
have viewed them from the external perspective of Jewish history. Drawing on a wide variety of sources
including the Beta Israel's own literature and oral traditions, Kaplan demonstrates that they are not a lost
Jewish tribe, but rather an ethnic group which emerged in Ethiopia between the 14th and 16th century.
Indeed, the name, Falasha, their religious hierarchy, sacred texts, and economic specialization can all be
dated to this period. Among the subjects the book addresses are their links with Ethiopian Christianity, the
medieval legends concerning their existence, their wars with the Ethiopian emperors, their relegation to the
status of a despised semi-caste, their encounters with European missionaries, and the impact of the Great
Famine of 1888-1892.
Kaplan's definitive treatment will be of interest to students and scholars of Jewish history, African history,
and comparative religion, as well as anyone interested in Jewish affairs and the modern Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Beta Israel: Falasha
in Ethiopia: From Earliest Times to the Twentieth Century (Falasha in Ethiopia : from Earliest Times to the
Twentieth Century) to read.

Beverly Dewitt:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Beta
Israel: Falasha in Ethiopia: From Earliest Times to the Twentieth Century (Falasha in Ethiopia : from
Earliest Times to the Twentieth Century) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Kathleen Bosarge:

The Beta Israel: Falasha in Ethiopia: From Earliest Times to the Twentieth Century (Falasha in Ethiopia :
from Earliest Times to the Twentieth Century) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Beta Israel: Falasha in Ethiopia:
From Earliest Times to the Twentieth Century (Falasha in Ethiopia : from Earliest Times to the Twentieth
Century) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial imagining.

Yvonne Speight:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if



you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Beta Israel: Falasha in Ethiopia: From Earliest Times to the Twentieth Century (Falasha in Ethiopia :
from Earliest Times to the Twentieth Century) will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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