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The death of a student, especially to gun violence, is a life-changing experience that occurs with more and
more frequency in America’s schools. For each of these tragedies, there is a classroom and there is a teacher.
Yet student death is often a forbidden subject, removed from teacher education and professional
development classes where the curriculum is focused instead on learning about standards, lesson plans, and
pedagogy. What can and should teachers do when the unbearable happens? An Empty Seat in
Class illuminates the tragedy of student death and suggests ways of dealing and healing within the classroom
community. This book weaves the story of the author’s very personal experience of a student’s fatal shooting
with short pieces by other educators who have worked through equally terrible events and also includes
contributions from counselors, therapists, and school principals. Through accumulated wisdom, educators are
given the means and the resources to find their own path to healing their students, their communities, and
themselves.

“A dreadful script had been written for our school and town (and the world) but this did not mean that a new
script could not be written by us. We didn’t have to subscribe to the tragic script beyond our control. It was
time to rewrite.”
—Lee Keylock, high school teacher, Sandy Hook, CT

“This book is a meditation on the unspeakable horror and ensuing anguish that follows the death of a student.
A heretofore taboo subject, teachers have much to share about their creative, improvisational praxes when
shared cultural scripts in urban classrooms are unavailable. This moving and poignant text illuminates as
much as it inspires.
—Angela Valenzuela, Professor of Education, University of Texas, Director of the Texas Center for
Education Policy

“Written by the most important kind of expert, someone who has been there, Dr. Ayers candidly discusses
his own struggles following the violent death of one of his students. This book serves as an invaluable guide,
providing research and practical tools on how to respond to a student death and facilitate a safe space in the
classroom where students can ask questions, express emotions, and process their grief. This is a must-read
for every teacher, administrator, and counselor so that a school is well prepared in the event of a tragedy.”
—Heidi Horsley, executive director, Open to Hope Foundation, adjunct professor, Columbia University
School of Social Work

“For those who teach, this book will likely evoke painful memories of loss and unrealized potential that
accompanies the tragedy of any student's death. Classrooms and communities are worlds of their own, where
saving one life or inspiring someone in even the most minute or momentary way can mean saving a whole
world. Ayers's book honors the lives of both teachers and students. It is a book for all of us.”
—Jack Weinstein, director, San Francisco Bay Area, Facing History and Ourselves



 Download An Empty Seat in Class: Teaching and Learning Afte ...pdf

 Read Online An Empty Seat in Class: Teaching and Learning Af ...pdf

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00QMQWCE8
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00QMQWCE8
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00QMQWCE8
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00QMQWCE8
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00QMQWCE8
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00QMQWCE8
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00QMQWCE8
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=B00QMQWCE8


Download and Read Free Online An Empty Seat in Class: Teaching and Learning After the Death of a
Student Rick Ayers

From reader reviews:

Jane Nelsen:

The book An Empty Seat in Class: Teaching and Learning After the Death of a Student can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book An Empty Seat in Class: Teaching and Learning After the Death of a Student? Several of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book An Empty Seat in Class: Teaching and Learning After
the Death of a Student has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Meagan Shaffer:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name An Empty Seat in
Class: Teaching and Learning After the Death of a Student suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled An Empty Seat in Class: Teaching and Learning After
the Death of a Studentis the one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Carman Robertson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled An Empty Seat in Class: Teaching and Learning After the Death of a Student the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The An Empty Seat in Class: Teaching and Learning After the
Death of a Student giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Lorene Lord:

You can find this An Empty Seat in Class: Teaching and Learning After the Death of a Student by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone



and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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