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The unique historical relationship between capitalism and the Jews is crucial to understanding modern
European and Jewish history. But the subject has been addressed less often by mainstream historians than by
anti-Semites or apologists. In this book Jerry Muller, a leading historian of capitalism, separates myth from
reality to explain why the Jewish experience with capitalism has been so important and complex--and so
ambivalent.

Drawing on economic, social, political, and intellectual history from medieval Europe through contemporary
America and Israel, Capitalism and the Jews examines the ways in which thinking about capitalism and
thinking about the Jews have gone hand in hand in European thought, and why anticapitalism and anti-
Semitism have frequently been linked. The book explains why Jews have tended to be disproportionately
successful in capitalist societies, but also why Jews have numbered among the fiercest anticapitalists and
Communists. The book shows how the ancient idea that money was unproductive led from the stigmatization
of usury and the Jews to the stigmatization of finance and, ultimately, in Marxism, the stigmatization of
capitalism itself. Finally, the book traces how the traditional status of the Jews as a diasporic merchant
minority both encouraged their economic success and made them particularly vulnerable to the ethnic
nationalism of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Providing a fresh look at an important but frequently misunderstood subject, Capitalism and the Jews will
interest anyone who wants to understand the Jewish role in the development of capitalism, the role of
capitalism in the modern fate of the Jews, or the ways in which the story of capitalism and the Jews has
affected the history of Europe and beyond, from the medieval period to our own.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Flores:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Capitalism and the Jews has been making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
reserve Capitalism and the Jews is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book Capitalism and the Jews. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Brandon Macdonald:

This book untitled Capitalism and the Jews to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for
you to past this guide from your list.

David McClure:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Capitalism and the Jews that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
could pick Capitalism and the Jews become your own personal starter.

Andrew Leavens:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Capitalism
and the Jews which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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