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His major league baseball dreams dashed, a former pitcher returns home to make a life or death family
decision.

Going the Distance is a baseball novel with a difference; a multilayered love story, a celebration of both
America’s game and the New York landscape. John “Jack” Flynn was a major league pitcher with all-star
promise. But on the day of the 1979 All-Star game, he finds himself back in the North Country of New York
where he was born, his career cut short by an injury, no recollection as to how he came to be back there with
a beautiful woman he doesn’t recognize beside him in the passenger seat of his car. The mystery of this
passenger is but the first of many mysteries in this richly poetic, deeply moving, and sometimes comic novel.

Flynn faces losses much greater than the end of an athletic career. In a journey both to recover his past and to
find a place and time to begin life anew, he faces perhaps the most difficult decision a human being must
make. In the process he garners support from a band of magical characters: a mystical girl who tells fortunes
with baseball cards; a onetime “bird dog” baseball scout who dresses in a hazmat body suit to avoid polluting
himself with human contact; a former teammate, a homerun hitter and juju man who comes to the rescue
from the sky; and, most of all, that woman beside Flynn who teaches him how to love again, or perhaps for
the first time.

“I read it in two huge gulps, which should tell you something. I think it’s terrific, moves, moves me, and I
love it! Flynn and Emma are marvelously there, and everyone comes alive as well. I’m jealous. Poets can do
lots of things, but not this!” — Joel Oppenheimer, author of The Wrong Season

“A fever dream about how the past, one’s homeland, and the national pastime can beguile and bewitch the
best of us.” — Tim Wendel, author of Castro’s Curveball and Summer of ’68: The Season That Changed
Baseball—and America—Forever

Michael Joyce is Professor of English and Media Studies at Vassar College. He is the author of many books,
including Disappearance, Liam’s Going: A Novel, and Moral Tales and Meditations: Technological
Parables and Refractions, also published by SUNY Press. He lives along the Hudson River near
Poughkeepsie, New York.
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From reader reviews:

George Falls:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Going the
Distance: A Novel to read.

Luke Palmieri:

The particular book Going the Distance: A Novel will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suitable to you. The book Going the Distance: A Novel is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Travis Pope:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Going the Distance: A Novel this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Kisha Hutton:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Going the Distance: A Novel or even others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes Going the
Distance: A Novel to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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