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Many writers are deservedly forgotten, yet not every act of erasure is just. John Townsend Trowbridge
(1827−1916) was a prolific American writer whose novels, plays, and poems, though critically acclaimed in
his day, have with good reason not been remembered. He wrote one poem, however, that has been unfairly
consigned to oblivion. Guy Vernon, a long seriocomic work about race, racism, and sexual intrigue in
antebellum America, was first published in 1878 in A Masque of Poets, an anthology of anonymous poems
featuring works by Louisa May Alcott, James Russell Lowell, Henry David Thoreau, and Emily Dickinson
(whose contribution was her only poem to be published in book form during her life).

Guy Vernon is a novelette in verse portraying an unhappy marriage between North and South on the eve of
the Civil War. Guy Vernon, a dashing plantation owner, takes as his wife a penniless young charmer named
Florinda whom he meets at the Saratoga balls. Soon estranged, they are joined in their travels around New
Orleans, Havana, and the abolitionist North by Vernon’s freed black manservant, Saturn, a “mulatto” dandy
who exerts a mysterious power over his former master, and by Florinda’s previous suitor, Rob Lorne, a
journalist and would-be poet.

Composed in rollicking rhyme royal stanzas, this verse−narrative is at once comic and gothic, recalling in its
cynicism and rhythms Byron’s masterpiece, Don Juan. Edited and extensively annotated by the renowned
poet and critic William Logan, this edition incorporates revisions Trowbridge marked in his own copy of the
anthology. Back in print for the first time since 1878, Guy Vernon reemerges as a lost classic of American
literature, one that both reflects and criticizes the social and literary conventions of its time.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Campbell:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Guy Vernon: A Novelette in
Verse. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Gloria Wells:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Guy Vernon: A Novelette in Verse book
since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jessie Henricks:

The particular book Guy Vernon: A Novelette in Verse has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
scanning this book.

Richard Ortega:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Guy Vernon: A Novelette in Verse or perhaps others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to add
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Guy Vernon: A
Novelette in Verse to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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