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There are a variety of people, practices, and celebrations in the Catholic Church. At times some of these can
be dismissed too easily as extreme, superstitious, or uninformed. Such is the case with the Penitentes of
NewMexico. In I Was and I Am Dust, David M. Mellott shares his experiences of the Penitentes as an
outsider. He explains their struggles with the institutional church, and some of the seemingly extreme rituals
they facilitate during Holy Week. Through the voice of Larry Torres, one of the senior members of the
Penitentes, Mellott poignantly provides readers with a more intimate picture of this community of
practitioners.

Yet so much more than an analysis written by an outsider, this work attempts to understand the experience of
those within a group whose practices are considered outside the mainstream. With Mellott and Torres,
readers may be surprised to discover a depth of meaning in these practices 'and to realize the beauty of being
dust.

David M. Mellott is assistant professor of practical theology and director of ministerial formation at
Lancaster Theological Seminary, where he teaches courses in philosophy, ethnography, and theology of
ministry. He is committed to supporting and nurturing Christian communities that empower people to live
more authentically as they seek to love God, neighbor, and self more deeply.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of
Knowing (Virgil Michel Series).

Amy Nichols:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as
a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important a book I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of
Knowing (Virgil Michel Series). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Henry Vance:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente
Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Josefina Smith:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing
(Virgil Michel Series) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's



why this book ideal all of you.
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