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One of the greatest characters of medieval literature, the trickster Reynard the Fox, comes to life in this
rollicking new translation.

What do a weak lion king, a grief-stricken rooster, a dim-witted bear, and one really angry wolf have in
common? The answer is they’ve all been had by one sly fox named Reynard. Originally bursting forth from
Europe in the twelfth century, Reynard the Fox—a classic trickster narrative centered on a wily and gleefully
amoral fox and his numerous victims in the animal kingdom—anticipated both Tex Avery and The Prince by
showing that it’s better to be clever than virtuous. However, where The Prince taught kings how to
manipulate their subjects, Reynard the Fox demonstrated how, in a world of ruthless competition, clever
subjects could outwit both their rulers and enemies alike.

In these riotous pages, Reynard lies, cheats, or eats anyone and anything that he crosses paths with, conning
the likes of Tybert the Cat, Bruin the Bear, and Bellin the Ram, among others. Reynard's rapacious nature
and constant "stealing and roving" eventually bring him into conflict with the court of the less-than-
perceptive Noble the Lion and the brutal Isengrim the Wolf, pitting cunning trickery against brute force.
Unlike the animal fables of Aesop, which use small narratives to teach schoolboy morality, Reynard the Fox
employs a dark and outrageous sense of humor to puncture the hypocritical authority figures of the
“civilized” order, as the rhetorically brilliant fox outwits all comers by manipulating their bottomless greed.

As James Simpson, one of the world’s leading scholars of medieval literature, notes in his introduction, with
translations in every major European language and twenty-three separate editions between 1481 and 1700 in
England alone, the Reynard tales were ubiquitous. However, despite its immense popularity at the time, this
brains-over-brawn parable largely disappeared. Now, for the first time in over a century, the fifteenth-century
version of Reynard the Fox reemerges in this rollicking translation.

Readers both young and old will be delighted by Reynard’s exploits, as he excels at stitching up the vain,
pompous, and crooked and escapes punishment no matter how tight the noose. Highlighted by new
illustrations by Edith E. Newman, Simpson's translation of the late Middle English Caxton edition restores
this classic as a part of a vital tradition that extends all the way to Br’er Rabbit, Bugs Bunny, and even Itchy
& Scratchy. As Stephen Greenblatt writes in his foreword, Reynard is the "animal fable's version of Homer's
Odysseus, the man of many wiles," proving that in a dog-eat-dog world the fox reigns supreme.
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From reader reviews:

Glenda Rizzo:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Reynard the Fox: A
New Translation? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Matthew Dealba:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for
a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to
endure than other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Reynard
the Fox: A New Translation book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Gayle Anderson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Reynard the Fox: A New
Translation is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ernie Fleishman:

This Reynard the Fox: A New Translation is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some
information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Reynard the Fox: A New Translation can be
the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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