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At the turn of the twentieth century, the United States was faced with a new and radically mixed population,
one that included freed African Americans, former reservation Indians, and a burgeoning immigrant
population. In The Autobiography of Citizenship, Tova Cooper looks at how educators tried to impose unity
on this divergent population, and how the new citizensin turn often resisted these efforts, reshaping
mainstream U.S. culture and embracing their own view of what it means to be an American.

The Autobiography of Citizenship traces how citizenship education programs began popping up al over the
country, influenced by the progressive approach to hands-on learning popularized by John Dewey and his
followers. Cooper offers an insightful account of these programs, enlivened with compelling readings of
archival materials such as photos of students in the process of |earning; autobiographical writing by both
teachers and new citizens; and memoirs, photos, poems, and novels by authors such as W.E.B. Du Bois, Jane
Addams, Charles Reznikoff, and Emma Goldman. Indeed, Cooper provides the first comparative, inside look
at these citizenship programs, revealing that they varied wildly: at one end, assimilationist boarding schools
required American Indian children to transform their dress, language, and beliefs, while at the other end the
libertarian Modern School encouraged immigrant children to frolic naked in the countryside and learn about
the world by walking, hiking, and following their whims.

Here then is an engaging portrait of what it was like to be, and become, a U.S. citizen one hundred years ago,
showing that what it meansto be “ American” is never static.
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From reader reviews:
Gail Kernan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Autobiography of Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistance in
U.S. Education (The American Literatures Initiative). Try to stumble through book The Autobiography of
Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistancein U.S. Education (The American Literatures Initiative) as your
close friend. It meansthat it can being your friend when you experience a one and beside that of course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you alot more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Gregory Holloman:

Book iswritten, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Autobiography of Citizenship: Assimilation and
Resistancein U.S. Education (The American Literatures Initiative) will make you to end up being smarter.

Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open
or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Ronald Johnson:

Reading a book to become new life style in thisyr; every people lovesto study a book. When you go through
abook you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, aswell as
soon. The The Autobiography of Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistance in U.S. Education (The American
Literatures Initiative) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

KatrinaHering:

Y ou can get this The Autobiography of Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistance in U.S. Education (The
American Literatures Initiative) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve troubleif you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your persona waysto get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange



you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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