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First and foremost, always and forever, among tales for children come the fairy tales. What were childhood
without the fairy tale? That child who has never wandered through the magic gardens of Fairyland is
unfortunate indeed. But that child does not exist, for the mind and heart of every child, even all unaided, will
make for itself a fairyland out of anything and nothing. But the art of writing fairy tales seems to be another
thing that has vanished with the vanished childhood of the race. The best fairy tales are always the old ones,
stories that were never really written, but just grew in the telling as they passed down through generations of
fireside evenings. They were told or enjoyed by grown men and women in an earlier, more naive age, and
they never lose their appeal to the child in us as to the children around us now. As to new fairy stories, well,
Mr. Andrew Lang, the untiring editor, who makes it possible to unearth new-old stories every year and dress
them out in a new colour of raiment for the Christmas tree, says some very unkind things of them in his latest
offering, The Lilac Fairy Book .

"The three hundred and sixty-five authors who try to write new fairy tales are very tiresome," he says. "Their
fairies try to be funny and fail, or they try to preach and succeed. Real fairies never preach or talk slang-
nobody can write a new fairy tale; the thing is impossible." The tenor of Mr. Lang's reproach of modern
writers of fairy tales is that they attempt to write just for children and therefore fail. Possibly he may be right!
But we will forgive him his feeling against the writers who prefer to write rather than to edit, for the sake of
the fine new-old stories he has found for us here. It is really astonishing how Mr. Lang goes on unearthing so
many new stories-new-old is what we mean- every year. Some of the stories in this new book have come
from Ireland, some from the Highlands of Scotland, some from wild Wales.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Gay:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Lilac Fairy Book: Illustrated & Annotated Edition book is readable by simply
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of The
Lilac Fairy Book: Illustrated & Annotated Edition content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Lilac Fairy Book: Illustrated & Annotated Edition is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Frank Ouellette:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Lilac
Fairy Book: Illustrated & Annotated Edition, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Joshua Nichols:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Lilac Fairy Book: Illustrated & Annotated Edition why because the
amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Franklin Crossland:

This The Lilac Fairy Book: Illustrated & Annotated Edition is great publication for you because the content
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The
Lilac Fairy Book: Illustrated & Annotated Edition in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in



it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but
this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
this?
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